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PERSONAL TESTIMONY 
OF 

Ralph C. Link 



I am the youngest of five children. I was born just prior to 
the onset of the Depression. Our family was very poor. My father 
was an alcoholic and my mother was a very religious person who was 
searching for the Lord. During my childhood she did her best to 
teach me the things of the Lord. Later in life she came to a 
personal relationship with Him. 

I grew up in the Evangelical and Reformed Church where 
salvation by grace alone was not preached nor taught. I knew all 
about Jesus, what He did, how He lived, His miracles, His death 
and resurrection, but I didn't know Him personally. 

My life had many ups and downs and all the while I was 
attending church and striving with my good works to please God. 
At a very low point in my life when we were deeply in debt and my 
wife and three children were all ill, I came to the crossroads. I 
watched a Billy Graham Crusade on television from some distant 
city and the message he preached seemed to be directed right at 
me. I wrestled with making that commitment to Christ, but didn't. 
The next afternoon and evening at work on the 4 to 12 shift I came 
to the conclusion that I needed to make that commitment to Christ. 
It seemed like there was no other choice if life was to have any 
meaning. That night when I came home from work at 1:00 A.M., I 
laid face down on the living room floor and told God that I 
couldn't live my life in my own strength and I accepted the gift 
of salvation from my Savior Jesus Christ. My life has never been 
the same. 

Through several meaningful circumstances I was called by God 
to serve Him in the Christian Ministry and to help spread that 
wonderful message of salvation through the shed blood of Jesus 
Christ. What a wonderful and rewarding time it has been and I 
give Him all the praise for my salvation and the opportunity to 
serve Him. 



STATEMENT OF FAITH 

OF 

Ralph C, Link 



I believe the Bible, both the Old and New Testaments to be 
the inspired inerrant Word of God. I believe the Bible is the 
complete revelation of His will for the salvation of men and it 
is the final authority for the Christian faith and life. 



I believe in one God, who is eternally existent in three 
persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 



I believe in the Diety of the Lord Jesus Christ that He is 
true God and true man. I believe that He was born of the 
Virgin Mary, that He lived in sinless life, that He performed 
the miracles recorded in Scripture, that He died on the cross 
as a sacrifice for our sins, that He bodily arose from the 
dead, that He ascended on high where He is at the right had of 
Almighty God as our intercessor. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit and that He comes and indwells 
each believer at the time of conversion. I believe that He 
lives in each believer to lead, to instruct, and to convict so 
that a believe may live a more godly life. 

I believe that through the shed blood of Jesus Christ and 
through His resurrection, this is the only ground for 
justification and salvation for all who receive Him A Lord and 
Savior and to such as receive Him, they are born of the Holy 
Spirit and become children of God. 



I believe water baptism and the Lord's Supper are 
ordinances of the Church but are not means of salvation. 



I believe in the personal and premillennial and imminent 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 



I believe in the resurrection of the dead, for the believer 
to resurrection of life and joy with the Lord, for the 
unbeliever to resurrection of judgement and everlasting 
punishment . 
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UJe welcome to our pulpit today flr, Ralph Link, a Lay 
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Your Pester mill be on vacation next tutask at "Expo 
'67" and the M-qui England States* Should the services 
of a Pastor be needed, contact Mr. Frank Luek, 
Consistory President, and he will make or help with 
necessary arrangements. 






Impossible Dream? 

I 
Text. Phillipains 4; 13 ■ i 

I • ■ e strength - j .>. R by + he power that chri . 

gives me. 

— 

Introduction; 

^ Our text for this morning is the 13th verse of the 4th chapter 

of Phillipian*. An impoasiWe dream? Perhaps. But let u P delve into + his 

a little deeper before we draw any final of definite conclusions, "everal 

factors ware the motivating force behind my choice of this text today. 

One factor was the words of b WT i ■■■ ■».: song from a broadway show. Another 

was the words of a poem. And still another was the words of s grade so 

teacher when I was in the sixth grade. But the prj 

all of these thoughts into motion was the graduation of our oldest 

Dale from elementary school, tfrom thwre on all these other thoughts fell 

into place. , ach one of y , . . . h me ^ ^ 

do b loring. Think beck to the day when you stood on + he - id 
of life, "his could have happened in grade school, upon our graduation 
from high school or when we reached maturity. It makes no difference when 

Lf oocured , whether it happened a few weeks ago, last year, or fifi 
years ago. And whether we want to admit it or not it has happened to each 
. bat I am refering to is -he tima in our life 

- fF of living. ,<hen we have stoo^ up to it and said o. 
I am, I'm going to Oi „ pujh ^ 

to something. But where are these dreams now? ,.hore i 

- rench? Are we the we P9 t oat to b 3 ? Have ,hievad 

ar.d found our ; e in thit These are the things we i Ilp 

ourselves and if our answers to all or some of these questions are in the 
negative, then perhaps we should be doing something about changing our an- 
gers to the affirmative 



2. 
In this business of living wa need a goal. ,.e mugt alpo have a 
:aedure for living and we must do the actual livi, . 

I. Goals: 

In practically every endeavor that is undertaken by man there must 
be a goal, "lomethinr to d to shoot at. This applies ii; "uusiness* 

in sports j in school, even in everyday life around the home, "'hir.k what 
major league baseball would be like if there were no pennant to shoot for. 
"Think what Selitnople High School sports would be like if there were no 
championship gameStc s+rive for • ..hat would be the sense of a business- 
man + ryii-r +o get ahead if there were no chance to advance ap the ladder* 
And you housewives strive to mee + goals every day. Maybe you never thour - 
of it this way but you do. You strive to get your washing and ironing done 
so you can meet your tight schedule for meals* shopping and so forth. 
How what does all this have to do with us? 2 . hristians we 

must have certain set goals to strive for in our religi 

we have goals to strive for in our personal lives, .ia need to continually 
hair lal in mind, .is must constantly think of w here we and 

strive to " + F;y on the ath leading there, "hat school teacher I me. I 
earlier was constantly tailing us» "•*• hitch/fear wa gon to a star" . This 
was her favorite expression. But unfortunately i^T fell on many deaf ears. 
mine included, lhat she was +rying to tell us was to reach beyond 
grasp > hi. 3 +o strive for something beyond our abilities and our capabilities! 



In other words not to be content with merely living life I I se+ a goal 
beyond i + . And this is what we all should be striving to do. To live our 
lives as Christlike as we can and to live now so that wa may someday live 



eternally with God, This should be our goal. An 1 - bla dream? no my 

friends no+ impossible but very difficult. Christ set the goal for us and 
Ha laid the groundwork. He rose from death to life and wa can do this too 
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if wa heed His call to forsake all else and take up our arose and follow 

Him. 

II. Procedure. 

1'ost of us would not think of taking a long trip by car 'without 
first mapping out our route. Yet this la the us Christiana 

use *o try to reach our goals, --e set our goal and never bother to map out 
the rou+e to ge + there. Is it any wonder +hst so many people become die- 

nted with the Church . I 1 major industries of our nation ware run 
like some of run our lives our count . .: re llj be I:, sed shapg . nut 
fortunately God gives us each a few years^to correct the errors we mak. 
we work toward our goal. But we can't always wait until tomorrow because 
sometimes tomorrow never arrives. So maybe we should sit * ake 

stock of our lives as soon as possible. IV'e need to ask ourselves am I 
making use of the tools I need to lead me t goal? These tools in 

case you are wondering, are our 3ibles» daily th Uod in prayer, 

faith. Of the three probably the most difficult to use is faith. It's 
easy to find consolation by reading a few verses from the Bible, And it's 
not too difficult to pray, especially when we need help. But to place our- 



selves completely in the hands of God and trust that He will take oare of 



all our needs is very, very hard to do. We ar do this because 

we like to look out for ourselves. It kind of makes us feel important to 
accomplish things on our own hook, rather than depend on someone else. 
But you see, most ofyjsre missing the whole point of living by faith. The 
old saying, "God helps them who help themselves," is more truth than poetry. 
God doesn't just want us to s it back and oall on Him for help, we must ask 
Him to help us live, and then go ahead and live, believing that He will 



lead us d\A sh s the way. It takes * iw action on our part to pat faith 

to the test. Than the I * :f our text cornes into focus very clearly. 

"I have the strength to face all conditions by the power that Christ fives 
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." 7hip la real faith, "ha little poem I mentioned before brings this 

point out rather nicely. It was " ' 9n by Helen "teiner rfioe and it is 

• .•'led i "Climb till your dreams come true." (The poem, page 54 ) 
An impossible dream? You be the Judge. 

Ill Actual Living 

Life to many people is not worth the living, .a can witness 

every year by the statistics that are :wing how many pec le 

commit suicide. /I once worked with a man who was? rather sour on life. This 

was wrong, thai rong, and nothing nor no ome was right. He made me feel 

ra+her miserable and I dreaded whan I had to work with him. He would tall 

his tala of woe and end it with the old saying, "It's a great life if you 
9Jt£ 

don't weakei ."— **•*» day when he said this it was once too often and I replied 

yes it is a great life and I enjoy every minute of it. I went on to explain 
the wonderful things we have in life and the beauty that is ours to enjoy. 
Shortly after this I noticed a change in him. He v. : ar:.'t B o s ur and sarcastic 
anymore. He seemed to enjoy life a :noro than he did before. How I 
don't take credit for *li*»- transformation in this fellow. B * • sorne- 
thii • ■ - a point that he had never thought of before • 
maybe he began to think differently becaupo -. a all feal at somet 



ther that life > le. Things begin to r.e* us flown and if we 

dwell on our misfortunes we can become very bitter. But what we forge + 



that everyone has disappointments. Everyone has troubles of soma kind. 
But did Christ ever promise that this life would be a bod of r .id 
He ever say it -.vould be free and easy? He sai# just the reverse didn't Hev 



He telig us that the way to eternal life is narrow. Me tells us tl 
be persecuted for His sake. He also tells us that if we have faith and teupt 
in God wa shall prevail. It takes more guts to face life than it does to 
• ay from it. Anyone can e*. trouble by running. And 



whan we try to run from our problems who i a ever as- 

cape our trout "oner or later wa " 'ike a stand. It's the person 
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with real character who faces up to life and meet? it head an, whether 
it's good or bi : it's fair or foul. And whether ior- 

row. But isn't life really worth living? Do :i 'o? .e should 

joy every day that is aurs to live. .<e should he able Lt from 

+he minu+e we open our eyes in the morning till wo lay down to go to sleep 

;;ly should enjoy life ' can if we 0ust do one si 
thing every day. A we arise i > yer 

of thanksgiving for another day in which to serve Him. And as we c. 



through +he day periodically to thank God for the little things + hat are 

to enjoy and use. The sunshine, the air we breathe, In and snow. 

flowers, friends, family and many other things, "hope are all things most 
• <:o for granted. Try it once starting today .a loove here. 

Try thanking Sod for being here, for the nice day we hay:, 

.] e and for othar things think of. Do this every day 



i and see what a different outlook you have or. life t 
much more you will ar.joy living it. If we each one did this we would all 
be ahla to keep our goal before us and to pro- rd It, hold; 
ever be ■ and strli I it. There is a beautiful song taken 



from the Broadway show. "Man of LaManoha", and it is entitled, "The In 
ibla Dream", which sums 1 - quite well. P( have heard 

/ihTT Afvfi/Co 

it on the raaio sung by Jack Jones, ftwrfr ffliiitams - bert Soulet* May be 

>ver paid any attention to the lyrics, but they say quite a lot. 
Althoughy^+his is not a religious song it can have a religious connotation 

i look for . ' . 

To dream the impossible dream. To fight the unbeatable foe. To bear 
th unbearable sorrow, "o run where the brave dare not go. 



To right the unrightable wr; . -re and chaste fr. 



To try when your arms are too weary, to reach the unreachable ster. 



■ is my quest, to follow that star, no matter how ho paler- 
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no matter how far. To fi I r the rJ Lthou t question or pause 

:eii F 8. And I know 
if I'll only he true : ;lorioaa guest, than rny heart will lie 
peaceful and calm whan I'm laid to my rest. And the world will be letter 



for this i that one mar boomed and covered with scars still strove 
his last ounce of courage to reach the unreachable ster. 



An impossible dream? II o my friend?. It is only what Christ would have 
+ho+ i' ■ ' ' to reach beyond our grasp and * 



BtrlTo toward our goal* I have the strength to face ail oonditions 
the ] ir that Christ gives me. Let us pray. 



i An Impossible Dream ? ^ 



\ 
Text: Philippians 4: 13- v ' 

"There is nothing I cannot masteT with the help of the One who gives me 

strength.. " 

s 

* One of the most beautiful songs to come from the b roadway stage, 

is the song, "The Impossible Dream,." It is taken from the musical, "Man of 
LaMancha. " Although it is not a religious song it c uld very easily have re- 
ligious connotations if it were applied in this direction. 

To dream the impossible dream, to fight the^mi beatable foe: To bear with un- 
bearable sorrow;: To run where the brave dare not go.. To right the unrightable 
wrong; To love pure and chaste from afar;- To try when your arms are too weary, 
to reach the unreachable star. This is my quest,, to follow that star, no matter 
how hopeless, no matter how far. To fight for the right without question or 
pause; To be willing to march into hell for a heavenly cause. And I know if 
i I'll only be true to this glorious quest, then my heart will lie peaceful and 
calm when I'm laid to my rest. And the world will be better for this; that 
one man scorned and covered with scars still strove with his last ounce of 
courage to reach the unreachable star.. " 

Many times when I have heard this song I have thought how 
wonderful it would be if we all applied these thoughts in our lives. Then too 
I am reminded of one of the verses we heard read for our scripture this morning. 
It is the 13th verse of the 4th chapter of Paul's letter to the PhillppianeL 
Paul said, "There is nothing I cannot master with the help of the One who gives 
me strength.." This is one of the most comforting verses in the New Testament.. 
Now if we put the two of them together and place a question mark at the end, it 
reads like this; There is nothing I cannot master with the help of the One who 
gives me ~*e strength. An impossible dream? In order to answer this question we 
eed to ask ourselves if this would De an impossible dream to us. At this time 
of year £ think of the young men and women who are graduating from schools and 

colleges, and how they are standing at the very threshold of life. And I think 
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back to the time when I once stood there. Have you ever thought back to that 
day? Have you ever thought of the dreams you had and the high ideals that you 

;re going to strive for? The outstanding things youwere going to achieve? And the 
hopes you had for the future? What ever became of these hopes and ideals? Are 
they lost and gone forever or is there still a flicker of flame awaiting the 
breeze to bessape a reality instead of just a dead issue? I would like to ask each 
of us here today to think back in our lives to the day when we stood on the thres- 
hold of life.. It makes no difference when this happened. Perhaps it occurred on 
the day of our graduation from some school or college, or perhaps it happened 
when we became of a^e. Maybe it happened much later in life. When is immaterial. 
What I am referring to is the time in our life when we stood up to life and when 
we faced this business of living. When we stood up to it and said ok world here 
I am, it won't be long and you will have to notice me. When we said I am going 
to do this , or I am going to do that.- When we said I am going to really amount 
to something and my life is going , o count for something. Let me ask, where are 
_nose dreams now? Are they tucked away, back in the recesses of our minds? Are 
they pushed out of sight and therefore out of mind? Do they ever come back to 
haunt us and dig at us a little? Are we the person we set out to be,, or have we 
really achieved and found our place in this world? These are the things we s 
Should be asking ourselves, and if our answers are mainly in the negative, then 

perhaps we should be doing something about changing our answers to the affirm- 

*)f>r ;u/j fic-ej a .,,,■ 0/s 

ative. 

In this business of living we need a goal/ We need something to 

shoot for, something that we can aim at. This is true in many areas of life. 
In the sports world one a Lhlwte strives to equal or exceed the mark set by 
another athlete. In business one salesman will strive to sell the most goods 
or try to sell as much as the top man has done. When i was in the fifth or sixth 
grade we had an English teacher who tryed to instill in us an awareness of 
xid-Ving a goal in life. Most of us thought she was a little balmy because she 
was a ittle eccentric. But in this respect of trying to give us something to 
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aim for and shoot at, she had the right idea. Her favorite expression was, 

"Hitch your wagon to a star." Unfortunately this idea and expression fell on 
~?af ears. Mine included. But what she was trying to tell us was to reach beyond 
our grasp. To strive just a little harder to go beyond our abilities and capabil- 
ities. In other words not to be content merely with living life and going through 
the motions, but to set a goal beyond it and strive to reach that unreachable star, 
And this is what we should all be striving to do. To live our lives as Christlike 
as we can, and to live our lives in such a fashion now, that one day we may live 
eternally with God. This should be our goal and nothing or no one should deter 
us from reaching out for it.. An impossible dream you say? No my friends not im- 
possible, but very difficult. Christ laid the groundwork for us and He set the 
example.. We should try to walk in His footsteps daily in order to achieve our 
goal.. 

To be able to say as Paul did, that we rely on the strength that 
comes from God, is saying quite a bit. It means that we are not completely self 

sliant. That we need outside help to get through this life. This is a point I 
have had several arguments on with a member of my family. :e tells me that he is 
a self made man. My theory is that there is no such animal. We can accomplish 
many things in our lives, we can perhaps achieve greatness or become world famous, 
but the fact still remains that we must rely on other people to do any or all of 
these things.. If you doubt this think back to the very fisst thing this morning.. 
If you awoke to an alarm clock or a clock radio, you were dependent upon someone 
else. The rad . o or clock was manufactured by a company anc by people assembling 
it. It didn't just find it's way to your bedsi 3e. Then if you had cereal for 
breakfast, the grain was grown by a farmer and taken to a mill to be processed 
and thence to the factory where it was processed into the product and packaged 
and shipped to a store, from where you bought it. Each of these steps involved 
many different people without which you and I could not very easily survive. 

o we aren't self made people are we? This is what Paul was saying.. Thtt with 
this strength that comes from God we can reach the unreachable. We can live this 
life to the fullest and still enjoy it... God leads us and guides us and without 
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Him we cannot do much of anything. Oh we can survive allright. But we would he 
living the meaningless lives of some of the people we can see around us. Life 
". thout God isn't too meaningful., Vhen we say we need the strength that comes 
from God to live, this is not an impossible dream, it is the truth about life. 

The most important point af Paul's statement is the point, "There 
is nothing I cannot master." To say this in all sincerity requires a tiremendous 
amount of faith or an awful lot of nerve. He didn't say there are some things 
I can do and some that I can't. Nor did he say there are a couple things I can- 
not master. He said there is nothing I cannot master with the help of the One 
who gives me strength. To state this calls for faith jjm£ *i.-v*py-4.eep_fai'feir-«t 
that. Faul was a man of deep faith. He had^the experience of meeting Christ and 
from that day on his life was a life lived in faith. He knew that God was with 
him no matter what befell him.. He placed his life in his care and then went and 
lived each day that God gave him to its fullest. He had the religion that we 
should all have. Which reminds me of the story of the negro who got up at a 
i evival meeting and made the following statement. Brothers and sisters you all 
knows what a sinner I am,, you know I aint been what I should. I robbed hen houses, 
I stole hawgs, I lied and got drunk and gambled and swore, but I thank the Lord 
for one thing I aint never done . I aint never lost my religion.. U/r -*"'** "*-<> 

Faith is something we can't have enough of. Because there are times 
in all of our lives when the faith we do have wears thin. There are times in all 
of our lives when we begin to have our doubts about God and religion and every- 
thing in general. This is only human nature. But we need to try a little harder 
at times like this to not bey ."me so embittered that we lose all our perspective 
and all' that we believe in. Too often people and church people in particular 
think of faith aa just something that is gained and carryed through life like 
getting baptized or confirmed. But it isn't something that is bestowed upon us. 
It is something that we gain through experience. It takes events or circumstances 
in life to shape this faith. It requires our need or dependence upon God to bring 
our faith into the foreground. The old expression, "God helps those who help 
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themselves," is more truth than poetry. What this is saying is that we don't 
just sit back and expect God to do all the work, but we ask for His help and then 

o what we can to put this into motion. A little congregation met once? during a 
long dry spell to pray for rain.. The minister arose and addressed the congregation 
by saying, " We all know why we are here but what I want to know is where are 
your umbrellas? Isn't this the way we all act Srt sometimes? We want help from 
God and we need this help, but we are unable or unwilling to do what we should 
do.,.; Faith requires action on our parts to put it into motion.^ There is nothing 
we cannot master with the help of the one who gives us the strength. An imposs- 
ible dream? Perhaps. But a dream worth striving for to become the type of 
witness for our Lord that we should be. 

This world should be a better place for our having lived. Here is 
where the words of this tfong are trying to impart a message to us. And the world 



will be better for th is , that one man, scorned and covered with scars still 

strove with his last ounce of courage to reach the unreachable star . 

What a fitting epitaph to add to anyones life.. It Is when we 

strive to do that which to others is impossible that we are at our best. Because 

it is at these times that we have forgotten ourselves and our little Individual 

worlds,, and we are reaching for the unreachable star. Let us keep the dreams and 

the high ideals in our lives. Let us never stop trying to be better than we are. 

Our dreams and ideals are not childish dreams, they are thoughts and ideas that 

can lift us to those things which are the unreachable stars.. An impossible 

dream? 233 us o.rijC , Etrzxz 

, ■ . . . . ) strove with his last ounce 

:. reach t' n . '...'' 

it f . . 
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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 3rd, tpj67 1 5th Sunday after Tr inity 
ORGAN PRELUDE - "Meditation" Pache 

HYMN MEDITATION - "DEAR LORD AND FATHER OF MANKIND* 

•SOLEMN ANNOUNCEMENT 

•1NTRQIT FOR THE 15TW Sunday AFTER TRINITY 
M/ Bow down thine £AR, Q Lorp, hlab me* 
C. THOU, MY God, save thy servant that trusteth 

IN THEE. 

U, BE MERCIFUL UNTO HE, LgrD. 
C. fflR I CRY UNTO THEE OAILY. 

• fiLOR IA PATRJ 

•COLLECT FOR THE I5TH SUNDAY AFTEft TRINtTY 
HYMN f^ m "come, Thou Fount or EVERY Blessing" 
SCRIPTURE LESSONS for the 15th Sunday after Trinity 
epistle - galations s|2s - 6i |0 
Gospel - Matthew 6i24-34 
•DOXOLOGY 
'APOSTLES' CREED 
ANTHEM - "BLESSED JESUS* BODYCOMBE 

SILENT PRAYER 

PASTORAL PRAYER AND PRAYER RESPONSE 
OFFER JNG 

OFFERTORV - "Chime Sonq" Graysow 

OFFERING PRAYER 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• HYMN if \95 - "Come Unto Me, Ye Weary" 

sermon] "bearfng the load" textt galations cl5 

Mr. Ralph Link, guest Speaker 
sermon prayer and lord's prayer 

• hymn #267 - "my hope |5 built on nothing le6b 1 ' 
•benediction 

• threefold amen. 

ORGAN P05TLUDE - "MAMHE JOYOUS* GflAYSON 

{■ - CONGREGATION STANDING) 



TQOAY 



- #E ARE ALWAYS HAPPY TO WELCOME Mp» RALpK LINK 

PAUL'S* "RaLP«"W|LL OFFICIATE IN THE MORNING 

WOR3H|P, REV. BuCHER is assisting in THE PROCRAM of the 

YOUTH MINISTRY WEEKEND, at LIVING WATERS CAMP. 



*e are glad to see our choir 0ack in the|fj fawilia.fi 
places thjs morning and h pe others »|ll join them. 

The members of the Jr. High class are acting as 
ushers this morning. 

OUR ALT AI? fl.^'.j'ERS WERE PLACED l« LOVING MEMORY OF 

The Hunncshagen family, by the estate of the late Ua, 

THEODORE REINARO. 
TuE.SOAYj. SEPTEM9ER 5rH 

6:00 P.M. - HALLY DAY PROGRAM COMMITTEE MEETING. 

THERE IS A NEED FOR AN ASSISTANT ("HELPEP") IN THE 
K1NDERGAHTEN DEPT. PLEASE CONSULT MRS. MILDRED ROHM. 

Wednesday, September 6TH 

fOiOQ A.M. - PROJECT FOR THE PASSAVANT NURSING H0"E. 
ALL LADIES ARE INVITED TO SMA RE IN THIS 3ER\r[oaw?E, 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER ZOTH 

6ino P.M. - THE GUILD SUPPER MEETING, WITH REV. AND WrjS* 
MORRIS COOPER, AS QUEST SPEAKERS, "'e BILL BE PLEASED 
TO HEAR OF THEIR LIFE WITH THE HOMES FOR CHILDREN AND 
THE AGED, AT OOR5EYVILLE AND GREENY I L LFJ, (ME N |NV]TE[>) 

The august benevolent EMPHASIS for the John M|Lton 
Society f-or the blind, amounted to $Z5*66« 

THE SEPTEMBER EMPHASIS IS FOR THE L | p ra ry FUND OF 
OUR LANCASTER THEOLOGICAL SEM INARY- L I TERATURE ON TABLE. 

Sunpayj September 24t\\ 

2i30 P.M. - FALL MEETING OF THE PITTSBURGH ASS*N., 

w|ll ueet in the spring hill united church of christ, 
162-0 Rhine St,, F?ev. Herman Naftz|nseh» Paster, 
supper reservations must be |n by september i3th. 



please take your devotional sooklet with ycu th | 
morning. Copies have been mailed to the Shut-ins 
and the college students and 10 the eoys in the 
armed service* 




IJKI KKNTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 



September 3, l%7 



Labor Sunday John lltl-ll 

Artificial light upon our work can serve as a pointer to him who comes 
as the world's Light to illumine out- w.-hule life. The words from the 
Gospel of John are par! of a passage whose climactic declaration is. 
I am the resurrection and the life. It is the power of God's new life in 
Christ, even in the miitsl of death, that is a light upon our daily work 
I he beams Of 'His light enable us lu see our labor as a place where his 
transforming concern for darkened lives, can bring new life — rij;hi 
where we work 

MINISTRY TO THK "WORLD OF WORK" 

In the pasl half-century there have been great gains for labor: 
higher wages, shorter working hours, and increased job security. The 
church has had lis part in helping to promote human dignity and inter- 
pret the relationship between faith and the world of work. 

I L'(ia> the church's involvement with this world of work moves in 
two directions: within various occupations and professions and across 
occupational and professional; lines. 

Here in the United States, we are related through the United 
Church Board for Homeland Ministries to a wide variety of coopera- 
tive programs. The Detroit Industrial Mission, the Metropolitan Corpo- 
ration Mission in Newark, N J., and a specialized ministry in Sterling 
Forest. N. Y. represent a cross-section ol these ministries. 

Oversea-- ion. through the United Church Board for World Minis 
Iries v.e lelate to a vaneU of industrial ministries, file Nishljin Labor 
Center, for instance, in the northwestern pari of Kvoio. Japan, is seek- 
ing 10 show Christianity as a viable option to more than 20,000 work- 
ers who have heretofore thought of the Christian church as something 
iHib for the intelligentsia and the sophisticates. 

rhus a! home and abroad Our Chnsiiuti Work! Mission seeks- to 
direct the bright light of the Gospel upon the world of work. 
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Bearing Our Load 
"9:;t ; Sala 6; 5 Par each man will h bear his 

Our text could be paraphn sa to meat the wording required in our 
present day work world. If it were written today it would probably pay that 
each fell et carry hip own weight, or eacj iupt be sb • -he 

r pomething similar to thip. But to take thie verpe out of context 
and to ptate it as such it seems ra+her like it needs something additional 
:omplete it. 3a+ whet would we add? For each man will have to bear 
own load or else. Or else what? Or should we ptate that each a • bear 
- "hat <-uch and such will cor.-.e *c ;•=-<-. ,, r; . -. ij u t x ( 
we need to dig a little deeper and find out first why e-- .1 have to 
bear his own load. 

Have you ever watched two "ohed football teams playing a 
ame? In orrier for either ta to move the ball they must work together ap 
a well organized unit. Or how about a marching band *ricate 

maneuvers. 3t.ch one must - c * rn at + he proper t 

5r *? Chaop isn't i + . -e could five many other ex 

Illustrate this >int but they all add up to t ■ thing. In order for 
'II organiz efficien tly they rk 

tog ehter. " ••<- 'rue of our modern day ■ . rid. a can bear 

ss '- "hip faet in our own local community. How many times in the pi 
few months have we seen I that have hampered or crippled not only the 1 
induptry involved tut other need or make use of it's products* 

.9 for harmony or ■ hat 

•. "here are prop and b . s 4 .. bw argued on both pldep. Labor 
* both need to look to ^heir.relves s: - 1 there may be harmony. 
e are not going to evolved in a discourse on the whys and wherefores 
Hpputeo. Nor are wa going to become e. 
cape In point. ! - suffice • hen labor and management 
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get out of s1 l + h each other the: } ;>j.d. 

"hip ig usually brought about becsuse the one side f orge* r that there is 
another side. In other words labor, which is upually represented by a uni 
forf ts " it management hap e . t to offer + oo. Management on I ther 

I =99ir,p to forget that + here )h a thing a? labor. It's all a vicioup 
circle. Speaking of anions reminds me of this ptory I read onoe. A city boy 
was visiting his oousin who lived in the country. They were walking thro;-- 
the pasture when the city boy heard a peculiar buzzing sound. He looked a- 



od + o find out whr- as. Hi? country cousin grabbed him by the arm and 



hustled him away from there. Let's get out of he- ihouted. It ' «= a rattle- 



:e if you go near rike. Gosh paid the city boyi do they have 



tc ? But we need unions as -veil as management. But + he thing we need 
most of all is dedicated las Lng and 

a nd not try to place it e else. of 

ties involved here if each member of labor and management tried 
rork hand in hand. They would not only each increase their respective 

' •■ ' the community and the Le would benefit* 

Ls ip why each man must bear his own load regardleps of which <?ide he re- 
- ^. 

l.'ext we find that each man must bear hip own load in his per- 
sonal life. Almost ell individuals wear many faces during the course of a 
day, :«e may wear the face of a husband, a wife, mother, father, son, daughter, 
office clerk, housewife, bookkeeper, secretary, mail carrier, laborer and so 
on. But with each faoe we have a certain reg] MBsibility to bear whiel 

ours alone to boar, for instance if we are a husband thei. it is our duty 
rovide end make a home for the wife. If we are a father then it ip our 
duty to raise our children the best that wo possibly can and to give + hem 

: opportunities for education and so on. But what is the nor- 



mal thing in our society today? Jupt the opposite in many i . isbej ig 
are desert . theil ■ and families, wives are doing likewise, ahildren 



3. 

ara leaving home ap never before. Our horns U being and he.e been dip- 

rupted a? never before, In many families both the husband 

Ltl no '■'nought whatsoever a? to the children and what they will or may do 

in the absence off both parent?. Then and rave al delin- 

mcy. i ever, know of eapep where a baby <-itter i<? hired end the pay of 'he 
SV/7T/f 

^ ip or comep very c the amount of + he vvife'p pay. <*o what ;,ray tell 

.Id be +he advan+age of thip wife working? But you pee that ipn' + +he 

ure living in a pooiety today that doesn't want to bear it's ioad. 
?he object of the game ip *o let pomeone else phare * i or bear as :nuoh 

art of thip ip probably due 1 'act tha' we have more 
giveaway program? in our country today than ever before. It hep even bean 

A of one of our artiep that they want to care for the people 

from the aradle to the grave, nhioh ip ;-il well and good, 
amount p to giving handout p then it i- .-oper eare end concern that 



need? 1 . 3w don't gat ma wrong. I believe that there is a need 

"for welfare care of pome of i ;ple,but you and I both know of many capep 



where people untfeperving of help ^ ;e ara getl it. I'm not 
trying to give i~<?ertation on politic? or the .'.elf are statei but tha point 
I am makinr +hip; Our country was founded by men and women who be- 

lieved pimerely that at . le for taking care of 

roviding 
looking after hip "j provide for his old age* Bearing 

thar word?. Wow I'm p+ ill old 1 i d wnough t c believe 
the' - Just ap true + . the year 1967 a? it was in 1776. but „.- 



<naatai. ral feeling we have i<- f we can't get by on our 

.^are of up. If we 't our load pomeone elpe 
can do i* . *hat difference deep it :nake? Bu+ you pee jnly have the ob- 
"iga+ion of bearing our load i ■■ risibility to be^r it. 

3ach man should be + .-. care for himpelf and the bept of 

ability. J hi? may require him to be thrifty, persevering , , 
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rhaps di e himse: -he point where he may have to forgo a few of 

lifep small pleasures in order to meet this goal. Bu i | ry to beer 

our load in our perponal liver [ not only benefit up, but i + .ill benefit 

our friend? a: ej hbors and «*+rengthei- all of , • . 

Then each o it bear I - load in hip spiritual life. 

Too often in the re have relegated religion to the Church alone, when 

lention Church that means Sunday, but tl a .. + hor pi;-: days we don't even 

■ . •■ Lan. But \te have come + ; realize a person is up much 
-tian on Monday .Tuesday or Saturday up 
she - ./. i'Dr year? we have tried to k ■;■ 

Church bottled up just for ourselves, ue have only I )ur own 

needp and forgotten about the world around us. But you <-■ ;jave giver. I 

is for yearp and haven't we even pent mi avert 1 

ye. Bui from the table 

ves. »e have pent a few dedicated iudividu- Ls 
to the remote araap of the world while the rep* of up have pa-" bao rtably 

in our nice homes and forgotten the world. But finally, finally, we have come 
to realize ..e Church belo] i. ,/e have started to help our 

3r the negro. We have not only mouthed phrases *o him, but ona 

into his neighborhood and have started to sh how. he can lift him- 

?elf out of hip poverty and ignorance. But we have only paretched the 
face. IVe need more people to go' ... «- 

not because it is pur Chrisl 
part of bearing the 1 ual lives. Vie htve also started to 

rainip+tir to our young people. B; Lnister I don't mean preach because we 

- for years. But wa are trying to reach them on their own level. 
recent purvey in our Butler Church the mail jung people voiced 

•he fact that a ie1 or get together the youth had, had to have a 
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religiou? pervica or something c bout it. Tb 'ha way wtp my 

^ U '' 301 clErp '' ' Jl'-'ir f-tian. A ptatoaent like this give ? 

-a? rear J ler doapn't it? I don't thi: id for- 

• about giving our youth religio] ■ a n 

enough dopap po thet they can digest it. Most of up hove forgotten what it 

: he a teen-ager. Therefore we treat them ap wa do. ffe were I 
to huve our qu ~tvared and we were trying to ar place where 

i + Ln . ' iy are doing. I think the Dhur • - repent time ip 

trying to help the teen-ager? find their niche and empwer their problem? ana 
<5 U 9' - I have notice .are at * + . Paul's "he youngjof the rtity 

are being phown movie<- a weea. toip lp ;O0 but it ' p only 

Give them a place +o come to and help to keep them off the p*reetp. ,Ve phould 
phow tha m that th-. _.- what h ; .nptead of lo 'he 

y eervioep I - for a mee+ing 

during the weak, ''ome kid? would ba able to do their ■ 



beouupe thair homelife I jonducive i .od studying. V/e phould 

supply game? and coke machinep and record? - healthful entertain- 

ment, "here may be pome of you hare thip mc ho do I . >e 

>ur privilai before ii a off Lid u s 

■ •• wherein thepe idea? ^re based, here did the emphtpip lay 
yaarp agog ,/hy in the Church wasn't i + V E verything in the community revolved 
around the . 'ivitie- lQ l JG al 

Ghuroh. K ow you may be thin.., *he adultp come into * stureY 

,-a can pervo i 1 hoptepppep» ap chaperonep» or maybe just ap a 

friend that +hepa kid? can aome to and ge* ; oe from. There may 

ie too many kidp hare in tha local Bhur .amber?, but there are pi 

3re in the neighborhood that need a little help and I . a oan- 

not restrict thip +o ;"uo+ our own» butiincli , Jews and bIbo 



6, 
-. Purely , •_ at«is1 vantur* 

Ls. Is an Illustration I .nded of the oonve i I had re- 

very good friend of mine. Ho was "elling ma about - u friend of 
sta»] Lll. •.- ! •• ' -i. ore talking ill owner 

a the ptatemei.-' I - life held no more thrills for him. He paid /"Travel? 
T've toeii ar ■ 3 world 11 time?. HomepY I have four. Carp? I have four 



i alpo. :.'oney? l.!ore than I a id. "o what ip lef^ lend 

•svfl- trie I doi ur<-e there 

wap "'a quep' i all of hip life thip man had devoted 

out fcr hirr.pQlf and no one elpe. 7hip ur load 

ip all about. he:, ne - , 

road, we help 



ow 



or our neighbor down the p+ree + , or anyone in nBed ragardle- -io he or 



re bearing our load in our ppir^ :fe. ziu+ 

in our work and i 4 ? t bear our load 

; -d wants hat we 

load." let up ... 



, 



ST, PAUL'S UNITFO CHUfXH OF CHRIST 
Butler, Pln; sylvan i a 
Twentieth Sunday After Trinity 

Laity Sunday October & t 1 967 

The Rev, Roy L, Frazier, B.D., Minister 
Mr, George Ault, Vicar 
Mrs. VeLMa Hagan Collins, Organist 
Mrs. R. L. Frazier, Director of Mbsic 



ORDER OF ' 
*g Prelude Mus s c i "Pastorale Idyl" MacDqnald 

"iNVf.i at I .ill" SCHOLIN 

r "Hi Li aoi ti I '1 " Rogers 

Silent Prayer - Bow HEADS DOR I NO ■ H HIMI 

•Processional Hvmn No. 7 *Ri ioicc, v ■ ■; heart" 

•Ascription - Choral Ami.n - Intro) i - i"xHowTATioN 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVEN !S 

(Unison) - "0 Thou Almighty One, who art the one God 
and Father 01 all, who hast rheatheo thine: own Spirit 
into thv ch i low n, amd made them to be! members of one 
family; wb bring to thee, IN OUR COMMON PRAVER, the 

mb 01 £a 11 who b0w8 wtt> u8, ano of all,, throughout 
the world, who stand tn need of thy succour and grace. 
Give us love, /wove all gift-"., that we may be delivered 
from fcl . i i ini nci 'i'". prejudice, and from whatever else 
would turn 0u*> hearth from one another and from thee* 
Fill us vti >\ mobi excellent grace of charity, which 

SUFFERETH LiiNr. AND tfl KIND, ni I CH THINKETH NO EVIL, 
BUT ONLY B0QO. AnIh QRI ATI IU OUR HEARTS, WE BESEECH 

thee, such a b1nceri u>v il another, that we may be 

chi ldren of i ■ /. p1 ii !■ i si heaven, and true followers 

of Christ, our Loud. Ami n. m 

*KYRIE - IVoffOfl Of AiBHU AIMGI - Cl /I AMEN 

M, Pkaim Vl THfi Lord. 
C, The Low's name be praised 
Hymn No. l^yg »vj A ht a friend n havs in Jesus 



AFFERWATION OT FAITH 
SCm^tOpie: 



2 Cc ,7. Si 1 1-3 1 



*Glqria Patri - Confession of Faith 
M. The Lord be with you. 
C. And with Thy Spirit. 
M. Let us Ppay. 

*Morniwc Prayers - Prayer Response 



HFDI CATION TO GOD'S KINGDOM 

The Giving of Tithes and Off eri ngs as pe^t custom 
Ofperto-rv "Autumn Gold" Stairs 

Hymm - 8:30 No. 4^6 "He leadeth me" 

Anthfm 11:00 "Give to our God immortal praise" WIalin 

Slf.-mun: "AMBASSADORS FOR CHRIST 11 

Prayer of Dedication 

Consecration Hymn No- 289 "Soldiers of Christ, arjse 11 
*9 11 1 ictIon - Choral Aniens 

♦Postiuoe "With Joyful Hearts" Boalt 

------- *Congregation Standing --------- 

The Lovely Flowers on the Altar have been placed by 
the claretnce forcht family in memory of their "mother." 

Serving «g Ushers today areJBem Vensel, Jim Mazaruk, 
Dick Jqnes ano Ron Vensel* 

Today Is Laity Sunday - Mr. Ralph Link - Preacher. 
Mr, Howard Bolam, Elder, is liturguist- The loose 
offtring will bf used for the c. & m. student ald fu no . 

Wed. U;00 - Confirmation Class and God & Country Class. 
^:00-7:OO - Youth Fellowship and Meal. 

ThurB. 5*3^ ~ ^ljter Area Council of Churches 

Fbi, ft :30 - Adult Fellowship 

Total of ?6 1 . B91+- U I taken in Sunday and Monday. $6l£.0O 
of it was for the Windows. The Young Adults Fell, 
Class cave $250. OQ of THis t proceeds from the Male 
Fashion Show. More checks are coming, Thanks! 

Over tyQO communed, which is the largest Octor 1 r Comm. 
we have recorded in the history of our church. 4-2 new 
mi:mrlrg have joined our church this year. 

Copies of the Self Study report and recommended items 
ev special committee approved by church council, are 
available from church office. see secretary. 

Spiritual Retreat - Women's Fell. Thurs. 19th. 

Rummage Sale - Oct. 26th and 27 th - Bring items 25th. 

Women of Lake Erie Ass. will meet at Chapel of St. Paul's 
Children's Home, Ghefnvelle, Wed. Oct. 25th. 10:00 to 
i ' 1 '. Bring a sack lunch, 
special thanks to all the good helpers for the bwdP 



L_ 



TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 



October H. IV67 



l.jiin Sunday John 15:1-8 

The term ' laity " from the Greek word laos means people, and in the 
bible H means the whole people of-- God, The church is not a people 
where only some are to be faithful. Each member, as a branch joined to 
the line mhl- Lit' rini-,1. is intended for fruit-bearing, the Fruit of loving 
Line another and giving himself for the sake of others. Because Chrisl 
himself bore such fruit, it is in our bearing SUCh fruit also that we 5I10W 
our attachment to him. Then we are his disciples noi only in name but 

also ni deed, and ii rs the deed thai is convincing, 

MEET MAP 

Meet the Metropolitan Associates of Philadelphia. Now completing. 
its second year of existence. MAP is an ecumenical project sponsored 
by the American Baptists, Episcopalians, Lutherans, and the United 
Church of Christ. 

Mos1 of MAP'S. s " to f>G members are laymen — lawyers, business- 
men, brokers, teachers, government personnel, labor officials. To them 
MAP means providing a Christian "presence" in the institutions in 
which they work,,, "The nature of MAP's ministry in these institutions 
and structures, 1 ' says Dr. Jitsuo Morikawa. executive director of MAP. 
"is to bring illumination, provocation and summoning to their calling 
and vocation." To he present in the field of metropolitan daily newspa- 
pers, for example, is not to set up a separate church press, but to prompt 
the existing pnpers to do their job. ■ 

MAP is present in si\ sectors of community life: arts and educa- 
tion, health', social organizations, politics and government, business and 
industry, and physical development Members meet regularly lo ex- 
change information within and between sectors. In addition to the lay- 
men whtf are involved. MAP's staff includes five "urban agents." or- 
dained 1 ministers related to the sectors, and nine "worker ministers" 
working at secular vocal ions and paid by secular employers. 

In a wsiy. Metropolitan Associates is a computer-age extension of 
the French worker priest idea with one important difference. MAP 
believes that laymen, too. must represent the church if it is to bring 
illLimin.Ltion to the workaday world of men. Theological perspective. 
■j rice insights and the vital issues of life are all focused in 
MAP. : 
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Ambacpadorp j?or Chript 



fextj 2 Cor; 5;23 



•. ra ambapoodoro for Chript> G-od making - .-jugh up. . ( e 

e^eech you on behalf of Chript to be reconciled to God. 



In mopt of the Chufchep of our denomination today ip being obparvsd 
' ' • ' most of you know thip ip one "undey in uctober which ip 
pat apart to afford laymer, the - - : oonduot the worship service. 

- not dona to merely give I - iff, nor ip it to give a 

laymen a chsnca to get up end ppout off. But the real purpope ip to have a 
*-a + 'home - a theme ip + hen to be pre in1 ' to make 

the congregation* of their - -ibilitiep ap layme I for DhriBt. 
I ' >f»t of you can remember back several year? and recall <*orr.e . 
themep tha+ were . - lot of the^e involved quoting fieurep ap to b 

rid relief and . tie mere 

. "he commit ae in 
ave been made aware of thii • - ; )n beoaupe the emphasis £ 

— been on Ptibje - l^h bri: challenge both • 

♦he speaker and to the cong?; . heard - ture Iopf 

i-aul states ietl I cappado 

le theme for t] ■ 'Xaymens "unday." 
ve ponder thip tea t I 1 
I trying +o pay?" Doap he mean tha+ to be representatives t-uch 
govern ■• ,. he merely :. | for li 

of a better one? "o answer thip question would indeed be difficult, becaupe 

ti to reason ai -omeone alpe is I - L i Bm 

"he mo*+ 1. • ■ be t find out the . I J ... 

^ra. iVebste ■ -d ambapoedor a< . ficial 

si : . ra we than +o assume I 

tTJis i= what Paul had in mind'' I tv 

ra™<" I think we oan -ofaly un-wer in the e . * ive . 



... 
I if .79 sra +o be off icial . haraldp or agent i 
phould know what + ha+ mi-- p bafora we can perform our dutia?. "herefore 
our fir~ + tarfc should be to bacoma knowledgabla about our i . "he t_ 
repoure-a tur] to for thi? knowledge ip the jiible. .«e cek read not only 

- but ibuIp letter? to gain the knowledge ., fjr thip o 
The; j ~ome of the lei lay. 

But you pay you do not have + ha time *o read? ..e oaijjpay thic but if are r 
want t i o< the a. ""hip may "ound like a rather ptupid remark to 

9 beosupe after '1 really I 3ur pehedulep a But you 
"ee 1 ■? the pame - afora I became involved Lptry 

■"rem. J re I couldn't poepibiy squeeze in a half hour a day for 
real. . re found the *i:ne and i .;.. .. try +o read something every day. 
-ihich provep ire can do it i: t to. "ome of the leader? of our Churches 
today have made the o+s+ement that Church people do not read even +heir jiblep 
~nd are tharafora pretty - - . • . . ■ 

necessary to have a degree to fcnow this. But many people do not +ake 1 
"to broaden *heir raligioup life by pome meanp other thai: attend! 
.<e phould attend church regularly. . - 

because we naed + ;od. ju^ '.riptian knowledge phould not o + op 

with . Thip should be the beginning and the rapt si ..ear. 

we oi re + o increase our knowledge of Chript in order to be an ef f eat iva 
witness for Him. ..e phould be well enough varied in our Christianity ' I 
coma to know Chris* intimately. By iat Ha p • elope I 

a members of our familiep ore. This nly be done by coi 
peeking after Kim. ?he ptory 1p +old of a manned balloo; 

the deep pouth. A group of negroap were tton . "hey were unfamilj 

th plane? and balloon? po naturally they -.era frightened and ran. All ax- 

■ one old man who . I aned or unable to run. ..hen the 

lloon ^ame clopa enough to the old man that ha could pee the pilot he 



3. 
raised hi? I houted, ''"ood mor: ster Jes i ' ■ . a?" 

"o it is with up wo need • igh thai | g£ p 

. 

II 
i used to transmit this knowledge wa have in order 
filfill our mission. The traj M Lng of this knowledge should ba *o our 
f ai I •• "hi" ...elude not only our friend* and equ- 

everyone with a come in oontact.Or do we think as many people that we 

should only be - ie other mamberp of the Church? Hen- 

Shri ' " rather - an Ha m ■ a shoul -t love 

» for • - award. i° ther e in that? He -- u i<j i 

not icvo ns. In other words the outsider. Billy Sraham in 
hi- latest book, "World Aflame" states > "got only doe- the Ohri I follow 

Chri ■• • & ip . 



aliaf." ' ■ tople have each one of 

coma in ao: I I fith this H week? How many of 1 , . a a, 

ii-hearted and full of bit + ernespi' And how many of them have 

jern for. ? of them huve we give 

lent or a sord .- ,od and how He ho. - 

as throu [f wa passed tham by or ignored then I re 

*o others, ^eah one of us hai 
8 day, a ..oak and alifetime for that matter. Most of '-p probal 

ie daily Hiat wa . i ■* f embarrassed t m - 

>h as relJ \ Or too embarrassed to mention - [ere 

again Christ had something definite t -ay on + ri- subje t. i tells up tJ 

'ess Hi la before men, then He will not oonfass is ^efore 
. " you pea telling other? of C] - not only somel 

amething we should lo. rfe saj raver hope to transmit the word if ,,e keep 
■. tad isn'T the -*ory of t, tailing? Benj [ .n n 

when a.ked wha t ha thought about J a ^ %£™> 

***«^*a quota. 



4. 
izareth, my "tioularly depire, I tj 

tha pyptara of nor:. Hi* re. fa left them to .-, is the bept +he 

^ orld ever paw or U likely to c 9 e." Unquote. Mopt Chri<- 4 cly believe 

hip ep 3onjamint'ranklin did. but belies:. I ppreadi 

different thin , 

III 

Our Ibility mbeppador for Jhript ■ ■ • 

■ • •■-. commit ourpelvep to mi - Eetime. .. y of up 

naver <>eem to get around to really o< ig ourpelvei ript. arhapp 
a the rr; paid ha I 3 1 Lva erefore 
could a] "sa to Christ aver if it wa» right bef.re he died. ..e ti 

little + Up< y et if UJQ ^ )£ tc 

Etly time pappe? wa realize thai jh one nearing our appointed de- 

parture fr Lp life, "hi? appliep *c all of up. It" , with 

muoh oloper. I re live our li-. tgh 
.9 phall live • forever. ..9 put our money in the bank tor a neat 

raent. aj into poeial 
security for our . ..ith nil of thip we ill 

* age. Unfortm I thi t tM I every:. 
. . ' * it be • _ r _ 

p?!"! fjya in ha * ourpeive^ ir live? to Chn^* 

1 be doing thip. "00 m ~ ream to feel or believe that thip 

itriotly & one operation Seal, if we perve in the Church "ohool 

- Ip enough. If 9 Counci l for one tar:. 

■ Our commitment to Christ i«, for a lifetime. Lot 
of i t , or half of it, or ' Jr nfg, 

riere in the Goppelp where Jhrip- time Lt on our pervioe. ..e 

' - ~ ' : • ' ocple feel, repult ..e not only become 
• in our Shurohep, but +he Churohe I ampelvap hard prepped tor 



leader- irkerp oJ --. "hi- olutaly unneoappary. ±f 
one • npibili' .,11 

Jhurche*- will waver experience *hi^ difficu . to another 



hou I 3 i+ in + !:» + pome people peem to feel that the duty they are par- 
ing ip for and to the Church of which they are a member, "hip ip only 
indirectly po. "he duty or service rendered ip firpt of all for Sod. It 
"hould "be done with thi* thought in . ..9 phoul In cr !huroh 

ptriva to 1 the honor a:. tod 

:.e. "he door ip p1 I ■■ • Himself is peeking up and baoJ 1 . 

to up to come in. .Jill we turn our baa] refupe to do Hip bidding'. 

^e afford to wait until later? "hi- e little poul pea] 

for each of up. Vill we accept thi< ion ip before up today'.' "he 

anovverip up to waoh .■ . to ourpe . J ^>od. ^et up I 

+0 be ami Let 0= pr> . 
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Text i Rami 

For jveryone whc call" on the '■ will t-i 

>oiety i - t ' i la iii manj . •, One of + ha~ : 

the curranl ' I : ' rj . i r tr ■-. ] . •. 

en e hioh people • lly trying to ' in a priaa. U.mO"t amy 1 

of bu«*ine~" today i- having " te-t or athlng i 

e- to lure mora o ■ ■ + j it<- plaoa of bu~ineoo. .o oan'1 nil low] to break- 

without being coi C the beck of which io c con+a-t 

, >11< c oew car fur ize. «t leaot thi~ i<= 

the oereal I ] ' I . reek. All that i~ c mired io to "end your . on a 

card or Lve a ~imple probla i) sould oolve. Cr you go to ■ narket 

and whe ;- out the cs-hiar ' . an bj rd or «ona other c ■ 

which you fill in with "ticker- or "tempo until it . tinner of money 

or "tamp-, to ' ■tatioi ' ' 

I — c. ' top you | it the other : ' uatohe- 

it bj in rii . T or -a e ;o ; I to complete -entenoe 

>r 19"" why I li -c» -ilvor du~' 

for my wa-lj beaaU"B. But •■ 3 more -ophi-*ias+e.i with + he-o | iv ■ -. 

It ha™ become "Uch fc Lne"" that i 4- i- almo"t i "Oience. .out pll of tha-e 

oonta-t" have brought out one 1 ilnj • That io th je- 

thing for nothing. So nince +he Churoh io part of our modern day -ooi it 

too hs- hoj the bandwagoi and io having a giveaway pre' . tieob one of 

you here + hi~ morning ha- won a free prise. It'o sbooiutaly free with no otringo 
at+eched. It hao been given out for approximately £000 yearo ;. . -ize i- 

oalvation. Many people refuse i + for -eversl ree-on-. "" i being the 

fso+ 'hot you can't -ee it» or hold i + in your hendt or ■', Lve 1.1 the -t r 

or opend it. It'- rather my-teriou- and therefore ila -tear olear of it 

"G.icau-e quite frankly they eimply do not undor-tond it. 

The peo f 'lie early Church didn't under-tand i + either, '"he 



Ip0"tla Paul tried + o axpleij. i* them end had b very Jifficmlt ; lie 

trying to explain i + . 

I.'o-t of U" have either had +he pergonal experience or have heard 
of + ha old time preacher- who would »hout from the pulpit, "aro+her era you 
ved?" Or tha-e preacher- would meet people on 4 ha - + reet and ctop 'horn + o 
-, "Drothar are you caved?" However humorous thi- may -aem to u- we -hould 
remember that + he-e man were concerned for the -oul- of their fellowman. oa- 
ci the ~or+ of ridiculous way thi« .lied, many preacher- 

have refrained from preaohin I it salvation for fear thai they '..ill ha labeled 
a- ou3 of +he-e Bi"bl a thumping 3vangeli"t". A- a result we don't hear too much 
shout -.alvation a'" -uch. So at the ri?k of being pieced i thi. i ', l 

+ o you 1 L )] . Mww» t « ro uaa — in fttBT ii3i>» lift I hi i , 

.?ha f_I V : *^_ii,.:l VwHti iiujJullUiJl — Jr-^- H - n .f r. n + ~fcte .-■ * ±hL< miT\ ~ .a^a4XI_ &a_tur.t. a±\ [ 

£- ma nf my n — >igiiiiiants for IhaeJUty Onhwil nrr)ct«fflfnnlr. .■ - 1 ±-i - 

.c " • id-jr 3f"~* e 1 vt+ i -3 t— igiSf— : bro^rgrh-K + o my -ajrhrd—fry 

rt_jnnnTinr_ n-f mir-nr "i • * . ■ sQri(jm|j<il I uflwiiwiia. I recently vi-j. J 3d it in 

I to he gul+e truthful it i- probably I ■ ' r* + er of time for thi :.. 

Bu* the fellov I mentioned baforej approi i thai • i 

-hould vi-it thi- gentleman again end -ee if ha ha- made hi- peace with uod. 
I am -till amazed at thi-. Being concerned wit) the ~oul- of other*- i- expected 
of me and the clergy • but to have a regular Church member -hov, thi*- deep con- 
cern i- utterly amazing. ver I do feel that many other- ere til-o oonc 

'hi- concern in -uch a way that i + cannot be ■-een.lr. either 
ce.-a thi-MWha1 a all -hould he doing end- that i- -hov;i ■ jam for 1 .ul- 

of other*. 

tin* before - her -hould probably define what we 

mean by ~alva1 L » . "alvstio^ meanp J be ^aved. j3u + in order to ha | we 

j- 4 - be -aval fron ' , :.'. Irowi L:. : , firei flood and -o an. "hi- 1- 

■oot of the whole Idea of »alvation. i are -eveJ from our -in- by the 
death of Je-u- Chri~t. , ur alvation wa- bought raJ P* ia fo * - Calvary-., „o«j 






.3. 
™hi„ i- our free gift, ""hare i« nothing we Q4r<™alV9- ooii do + p attain thi- gift. 
m ha only re lent i- thai 3 icapl Je-u- Christ a- our lord and saviour. 

ju* thi? gift doe- no + give u- the licen-e to live a- we went So r.ud ~sy tJ * 
no matter what we do we have a piece re~arvad for u- in heaven. Our place i- 
re~erved for u- ell righ + , bu 4 - ! tey to live the life that i- required 

of u-. .light hare i- sould become involved in s ""heologicel argi ien1 

with -ome -egme •■ f our Protectant religion. ,a probably all know thi I the 

i-byterian believe Ln M tful did 3 

the+ •'- Car a- to -ay that the jme are torn 

good ■ 1. iy do in life they LI jod. «nd by 4 : :■ - 

rea-oni ?ho era 1 ?il anc wegardle-.- mas du 

to overcome it they i * die avil. I for one cannot buy thi- 

theory. I ti • e-tination but 1 cannol 1 

. Out live- can be likene trail ride, Salvation is . skel 

to board thi- train. i«< we ^*or 4 o:, 0: . te encoi I .to -. i1 

H a-a -tat ion- wa can ofaoo-e +0 get off at any or all of ■'hem. 
The ohoice i- aur-. Wa cone + o little town-^called hati - --ad , lu-t, anvy, 
ur^di- ;i lined lire- and -0 on. If we ohoo-a to leeva the train ' tha-e 

-top- wa cannot reach our de-tination. However if we change our mind- before 
the train pull- out again ? can continue our , ... So you see here agi 

we expra— our freedom of ohoice. It 1 *- po--ibla our live ■ 1 ■ tinedi 

but we have the ohoice of good or evil. 

I -aw b movie on talevi-ioi i1 -ailor va- 

}.i- , '' . i -oul ." "he ■ red 1 

the >ar1 ■ the lata "ho ■ Mitchell. I thin] ■' E san re 

the ! ' .-' hairedi grizzled old Iri-1 . could play role- -uob a- thi- eo 

convincingly. In ' \ ictura he play- thi ar1 Leal -ailor. D y typical 

m, = : : ' -ii of ma:; -ilor- are depicted a~ being. ..very ti le the >hij rej jhu- 
e port h along with t) 1 re ; of the craw proceed to I re-t tor and in e 

-hor 4 - J i- lS ara ;ed In braf 1 " rfcot- an tial not. 



4. 
But af+ar each epi-oda ha i- concerned with hi- immortal -jul. 
Ha s-k- different pao J - i 4 - ai 1 what would ) iaj I:, ona of 

he -s drur; , 'inally at the end he oe- M jic ■■ jrifiea- 

hi - life t ave - el-a a I 4 ■ i : 'thai ly hi Lm- 

•tal -onl had bs I. The ral ^ thi- I that, thi- -oul 

ih of u- ■ --a- i- pi. "i w nt for -civ- tion. 3u1 . . ■ Lve iu-t 

>a and as pact to k I - • ■ ' Lit. ;ift it -elf i- 

frae but it demand- t] + ry our vary ba-t + o lira a- Uod would have u- 

I lve. 

"hare i ■' ir l!: + + o ba -r.i. J > about that 1- 

' " * 5 ~ + x ' ' Lvatj no+ meant for ona C >. The Jew- before 

Chri-+ believed that Sod ' t] . . &i& 

a- long a- 'h Lm. by the «J pja fact that 1 

la did r.j- 1 give thai the lib i do whatever th nted *o 5 

and ao x he ti ted to and -till expect to have salvation, iai thi- i- ex- 

actly whal th 1. "'■ ■; ir -j certain that thay wera l> „ i ' - aleot that the 

could \ :ong. iiiven sf + ar J ' . ■ f Je-u- thay want around trying to 

"hri-tianity becau-a thaybeliavad that ' . are - + ill the parf 
sop] r ' ':!. The; ii-baliaved thai ■-;• Shri-1 

' ■ t Ghri t im tar. "hi- i- whal Paul w; ' .-. . 

latter tc the ^oaan-. Ha 4 -oi f hem, look thi- -al-v Hoi I- for , 

or Gantile or ' : ■ ■ , It*- I ■• i . It baling- to nd 1 a- well, we 

' Scripture par ' t to the pie. in trying to 

tall them cbcr.jt -alvatioi i- on to exp] -1: 1 1 1 '■' • j a -u~ 

and thay will I d, Thi- applie^ + c a- in au I ■ . Lf ■ scept 

Ja L-t we no 4 - only receive -alvation but we belong to Him. #a baoome Hi*. 

di-ciple-. T : t try to llvi +hz Ohri- ' . . . .< Je-u* 

i| -' our live- we accept all of Him and whet He -ti p. no 4 ju-t t part jr 

rtion, h T ;.+ all. Then by the ' m, if- we s^caa^ 4 - Him end do not try to 

live and do a- Ho want to, U ■ . 

uonming our-alve- by refusing td 



5. 
live thi 

"hoii Paul i " ' ' J ' 1 ■: ■ 

n f ear 3 . ( ap thi- -alva'M with awe • . 

Ufa cannot ^'li* it a- though it ace. It ■ « ~. lathing tl 4 • 

bought with the blood of : n . Th " LI take- ; -'ii the ap se of being 

nd not + j be take: lightly >r oa-ually. 

Thi- i ' -elvation amount- + o. "' 3+ +oo my-' 

onoe •- \ i 1 - olo-ely. "" , ,._.'. uod 

would wanl to -eve -inner- -uch a- we. Of aour-e r i- Love. 

to if Ood love . much that he <*aorifi Son for u-, the] the ve 

' thai ■-. do i- to accept thi~ gift which Hg hi ■ given u- end trj 4 

the life that i- af thi" -aerifies. God grant that «e n, . 

soapt Je~u- Chri-t i: I c live- anew> and n [ii all 

■-. Let pr ty. 
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The Message of Love 
Text: I Corinthians 13 



I knew for almost two years now, tnat l would be required to 
deliver my last sermon as the Lay Minister of this charge. This sermon in effect 
has been the result of two years of pondering this subject. But unlike the movies 
which proclaim a film as an epic, two years in the making with a cast of thousands!? 
I find that 1 cannot say this. The only thing I can say about this message is that 
it is a summation of what I have been trying to preach here for these two delight* 
ful years. 

If we earnestly search the Gospels we find that the one thing 

Jesus stressed was love. He spoke of love very often. Yet the word love down throng! 

the years has lost some of its meaning. Mention the word love today in many circles 

and to each one it has a far d'fferent meaning. This is due to tne fact tnat the 

word too often has been used in a degrading way. ,he movie industry is partly 
sponsible ror this, rhej will advertise a certain movie as, "A shameful tale of 

love," or, "A forbidden love," or some other wild title. Immediately the word love 
is thought of in the same terms and category as sex, so it is something that is 

spoken of in whispers. Let a preacher get up on a Sunday morning and preach about 
love and bight away he is a dirty old man. Look at the forms of love in our nation 
today. The hippies band together and sit idly meditating and this is love. Others 
smoke pot and try to live in a dream world and this is the world of love. Others 
destroy homes and property in the name of love. But this is not the true love of 
which Christ spoke, nor of what Paul wrote to the Corinthians about. This is some- 
thing far removed from love and going mistakenx^ under the name of loue. 

In fche time of Paul, the same thing must have been tatcing place or 
something very similar to it. Because he very carefully sets down a set of things 
which love is not. Then he sets down what love is, and so we can see from his 
'Adelines what forms love takes and what forms it does not take. Paul was speaking 
of Christian love. This is a love that is more of a concern for others. An out- 
pouring of our selves in the service of mankind. A giving not only of what we have 



2. 

but a sharing of ourselves. To a neal Christian this means sacrifice. Too often 

we look at and think of sacrifice ae being done only in the Church, gut this is not 

. To sacrifice means to give up something. V, T e all lead busy lives and keep busy 
schedules but we should never become too busy that we cannot give someone who needs 
it a moment of our time. I knew that nothing can bej! irritating or frustrating^ 
come home from a very difficult day and to find something or someone that requires 
our help or assistance. But this we must learn to do graciuosly and uncomplaining, 
if we want to be Christian in action as well as in name. We must make that extra 
effort to help when the opportunity arrives. This is the mark of love. The story 
is told of Thomas Huxley the English biologist and educator who was an avowed 
agnostic. He was at a house party and stayed the weekend as a guest at this house 
along with some of the other guests. When Sunday morning came everyone made prep- 
aratnns to go to church. Mr. Huxley approached one of the other guests,- a man 
known to have a very sample and radiant Christian faith. He said to him, "Suppose 
#ou don-t go to church todaj. Suppose you stay at home and you tell me ouite 
simply what your Christian fai£h means to you and why you are a Christian." "But, 
_ id the man, "you could demolish my arguments in an instant. I'm not clever ebough 
to argue with you." Huxley said gently, "I don't want to argue with you; I just 
want you to tell me simply what this Christ means to you." And so the man stayed 
home from Church and he told Huxley very simnly of his faith in Christ and what 
it meant to him. When he had finished there were tears in the great agnostic's 
eyes and he said, "I wouM give my right hand, if only I could believe that." 
It wasn't clever argument that moved him. It was the simple presentation of cnrist 
that tore at his heart. But equally important is the fact that the man who stayed 
away ±-am church did so at a sacrifice. A sacrifice he felt he had to make for 
Christ. This is love as expressed in the giming of ourselves to others. 

If we are to love, we must give of our substance. In our modern 
cultured society we express this giving in one lump. If you recall in the past 
the agencies seeking funds each year would have their own separate little cam- 
aligns to raise the needed funds. So today they have all banded together and when 
we give a gift to the United Fund we are in fact giving to a dozen or so agencies 
all in one lump. So in effect it has become easier to give our gifts. Yet this has 
also had the effect of taking the personal touch out of the giving. By this I 



3. 
mean that we cannot be as selective as we once were. If for Instance we felt a 
strong feeling against a certain organization we could recuse to give to it wnen 
we were approached. But we cannot do this anymore. But anotner thing that has been 
..ie outgrowth of this type of giving is the fact that we sort of give without 
much in the way of love. We give perhaps because the other fellows in tne plant 
will think f^fea cheap if T do not gj.ve as much as they do. We give because our 
neighbors may think less of us if they fj.nd out we have not contributed our fair 
share. Our giving instead should be from the heart, from what we feel for those 
in need and not by motives that are strictly for show or outward dis-ay of how 
wonderful we are in our giving. I ran acruss two little illustrations tnat prove 
this point more adequately. One concerns a woman who answered the door, and there 
~n her doorstep was a beggar looking for a handout. Sne got her purse and when she 

did she discovered that all she had was a large bill. She said to him, "All I have 
is this large bill, but I need a loaf of bread, go and buy the loaf of bread and 

being me back the change." The man went to the store and returned and gave her 
the money. She gave hin a small sum of it and he took it with tears in his eyes, 
as he told her, "It isn't the money, it's the way you trusted me. Ho one ever 
.usted me like that and I can't thank you enough." This woman took a risk that 

perhaps only a fool would do. 3ut she gave this man more than money, she gave him 
of herself. Her love for mankind. Another man was walking down the street and a 
beggar tugged at the sleeve of his coat. He reached into his pocket and discovered 
that he had no money. He reached out his hand and he said, "Hy brother, I can give 
you nothing but this." The beggar saiu, "You called me brother, you took my hand, 
that too is a gift." The comfortable way to discharge our duty as a church member 
or as a private citizen is to give a sum of money and get it done and over with. 
But in true giving the giver must also give of himself, and this involves love. 
"I may dole out all I possess, or even give my body to be burnt, but if I have nc . 
love, I am none the better. " 

This love must also be one that is lived daily, it cannot be just 
something we talk about on Sunday and forget the rest of the week. It must be lived 
•rnis story of Abraham Lincoln I have used before, but I feel tnat it bears re- 
peating. It concerns Mr. Lihcoln and his choice for secretary of war in his cab- 
inet. Jo one ever treated Mr. Lincoln with more contempt than did Edward M. Stanton 



He poked fun at him and called him tne original gorrlla. He said that the famous 
Frencfiman of the day was a fool to go to Africa to hunt gorillas wiien all ne had 
to do was to go to Springfield Illinois. He said he was a, "Low cunning clown." 
F~* all of this Lincoln said nothing. When it came time to name a man as his secre- 
tary of war he named Stanton because he felt he was the best man for tne job. He 
treated Stant on with every courtesy and did nothing to counteract the slurs and 
the barbs of this man. But the night came when Mr. Lincoln was felled by the asp 
sassins bullet in the theatre. In the little room where the presidents body was 
taken, there stood this same Stanton looting down at the silent face of Lincoln 
in all of its ruggedness, and with tears streaming down his cheeks he said, 
"There lies the greatest ruler of men the world has ever seen." The patience of 
love had won out. And this love can win out in all circumstances. You people have 

shared your love with me and my family. You have taken us in complete sttangers 
and made us welcome. We only tried to fulfill what one of the concerned men in' 

GreensVurg expressed to me. He shall remain anonymous, but he said, "yjalph these 
people have had a pretty rough time of it, so try to love them and give them all 
r* the understanding you can. » But the reverse has happened as far as I am concern- 
ed. By your love you have done for me that which I never dreamed of. You have given 
me the realization that I really want to serve the Lord as a minister of His Word. 
This is the evidence of love. But it has not ended there, nor will it end there. 
By this same love you have urought a shepherd into your midst. You have entrusted 
him with the task of being the Pastor and leading you. And with the same love in 
your hearts you can grow in this parish just as surely as you came to believe that 
you could get a minister to lead you. All of this has come about through love. 

Many words and songs have been written about love. The words and phrases and 
discriptions of love are too innumerable to mention. 3ut one modern song written 
in the last few years has a couple lines that sum it all up very beautifully. 

"What the world needs now is love sweet love, that's tne only thing there is just 
too little of." This is indeed true in our world, but with mote dedicated christ- 
ians showing the example they should, the world can become changed from hate into 
r«. This is not an idle dream, but a reality if men will work at it. So continue 

on in this vein and continue to snow love to all and God willing yo i will be the 
witness for His kingdom and church in this community. And may God's guidance and 
blessing rest with each one of you. Let us oray. 
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ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHUHOH OP CHRIST 
John R. Bucher, pastor 

LENT - 1968 
THEME - "IT HAPPENED IK CHURCH" 
"What happened in church today?" you've 
been asked. "Anything interesting?" 

Perhaps you've never thought of the church 
as a place for much excitement, but the temple 
In Jeruselam was certainly an exciting place 
during the last week of Jasus ■ life. Jesus 
spent much of that week there: teaching, 
conversing, and often getting into arguments. 

The pastor has chosen our Lenten subjects 
from among these "church" experiences of Jesus, 
The Sunday sermons will be ont 
"TALES TOLD IN THE TEMPLE" 
The mid-week sermons will be on: 

"ARGUMENTS IN THE CHURCH" 
We hope these messages will add to your 
prayerful observance of Lent, 



SUNDAY MARCH 3rd - 1st Sunday in Lent 
Sermon - "The Two Sons" 
Text - Matthew 21:28-32 

WEDNESDAY MARCH 6th - 8:00 P.M. 

Sermon - "Who Gave You Permission?" 
Text - Mark 11:27-33 

SUNDAY MARCH 10th - 2nd Sunday in Lent 
Sermon -"A Determined Deity" 1 
Text - Matthew 21:33-1(.6 

WEDNESDAY MARCH 13th - 6:00 P.M. 
Sermon - "Turning the Tables" 
Text - Matthew 22:15-22 



SUNDAY MARCH 17th - 3rd Sunday in Lent 
Sermon - "Must I do?" 
Text - Matthew 22:1-10 

WEDNESDAY MARCH 20th - 8:00 P.M. 
Sermon -• "Getting Close to God" 
Text - Mark 12:28-3!; 

SUNDAY MARCH 2l^th - One Great Hour of Sharing 
Sermon t>y Rev., Robert S*;ona, Coordinator 

for the North SicJe Christian Ministry 

WEDNESDAY MARCH 27th - 8:00 P.M. 
Sermon - "S-^n or Savior?" 
Text - Matthew 22.1^1^6 

SUNDAY MARCH 31st ■■ Passion Sunday 

Sermon - "heading iiutveen the Lines" 
Text - Mp.Uheu 22 r 29a 

WEDNESDAY APRIL 3rd _ 8*00 P.M. 
Sermon •■ "W-<iep for This City" 
Text •■ Katt&sw 23:37-39 

SUNDAY APRIL 7th - j?ala Sunday 
Sermon - "The FOKar of God" 
Text - Matthew 22:29b 

THURSDAY APRIL 11th - COMMUNION SERVICE 
Sermon - "Ail She Had" 
Text - Mark 12:1;1-!j4 

FRIDAY APRIL 12th - GOOD FRIDAY COMMUNION 
Sermon - "Which Side Were You On?" 
Text - Matt-new 23:29-36 

SUNDAY APRIL 34th - EASTER SERVICE 
Sermon - ; '0n Being an Angel" 
Text - Matthew 22:30 



ttcfa ,;ith Me tea "our 

Text: Matthew 26: 40 & 41 

"So you had not the strength to keep awake with me one hour? You should 
be awake and graying not to be put to the test.. The spirit is willing but the 
flesh is weak, " 

"So you had not the strength to keep awake one hour? ,T, hese were 



the words of Jesus to His disciples in the garden of Gethsemane. This state- 
ment shows us the human side of Jesus perhaps better than any other. tt p hrd 
come here to pray f end He asked His three favorite and trusted friends to 
stay close to Hiffl in His hour of agony. He went off a short distance from 
them for the urivacy of His prayer, yet they must have been within close 
proximity to HSa. ^fe* He paused in His. prayers, much as you and J would 
pace back and forth when we are sorting something out in our minds; and then 
He came to His disci ;>les and found them asleep.. This caused Him to ask the 
question, "So you had not the strength to keen awake one hour?" A natural 
question to ask to be sure. You and I would ask it and perhaps become very 
angry at our friends for thinking so little of our problem, that they slept 
while we wrestled with it. But Jesus merely made the observation that the 
spirit is willing but the flesh i s weak. This is not to say that He did not 
feel hurt and disappointed. But He probably felt the resignation that what 
must be done only He could do, and so He went back to His prayer. 

The priests in the temple were counted guilty of sin if they 
failed to keep watch through the night hours. The sentry on guard duty will 
be punished if he falls asleep on his post.. The disciple should be even more 
alert to the task at hand and should remain alert to the needs of the one 
he follows. But being completely human, the men whom Jesus had as disciples 
were heirs to the weakness of the flesh.. 

7e can look at this example in the story of Christ's raassion 
and we may well ask, "What does this say to us, to our times? Is it relevant 



today and does it mean anything to tie p ersonally? " I think if we consider 



2. 
right he re in our own community. If we hold this example up to the light of 
day and question its validity in our hack yard, we see that we close our 
eyes and our ears ss well to the needs around us. : : e take a certain pride in 



our area and this pride too often blinds us to the fact that we have some 
problems that n eed taking care of . ,/e say that everything is fine end what 
is going on elsewhere cannot and does not RappSffl here. „e hear talk of drugs 
and sex, and juvenile delinquency in other areas and say it cannot and will 
not happen here. And so we close our eyes and drowse, while the hour gets 
late and sleep on while our master is pleading with us to be alert to the 
call of service. 



,'e hold special services to give the Christian witness to our 
community and to make lent a meaningful period of self examination and self 
sacrifice and the community goes on its own little way, with onl y a token 
response from the participating Christians of the churches. Good Friday is 
merel y another Jay in which to do business as usual. The stores formerly ob- 
served Good Friday, but it is more profitable to remain open all day. Fas 
the observance of the three hours of Good Friday become so passe, that we 
cannot close down the town to observe it as it should be done? Will the mer- 
chants lose that much money in that short a time that they cannot afford to 
take the time to honor the remembrance of what was done for us? Unfortunately 
Good Friday has evolved into s Holiday, instead of a Holy Day. The time given 
off from work is not spent i n church, or in meditation, but is spent on the 
golf course and in other pursuits that are more pleasing and less demanding 
of our souls* 

Christ asks us, "So you had not the strength to keep awake with 



ms one hour^'in our churches. The call is definetly there and we try to heed 



it in our mid-week services. But again, what is the response to it? It is only 
a token amount of support. But we need not feel that we are unique in this, in 
;ase we are looking for some sort of consolation. The other areas I have been 
in are just as apathetic as this one- I think the big hurdle we need to over- 
come it the one in which we do not care to worship in some/ els es church, 'je 



3. 
have become more edifice worshippers, than true wors hippers of Q-od. „"e think 
mare of our own little sanctuaries than we do about .' fcsftip should he 

and v h:,:t it shculg i-c for us.and our congregations , ','e are sort of like the 
two clergymen who -..-ere great friends and remained so even though one wai 
Roman Catholic priest and one was a Protestant minister. They naturally had 
rnsuy talks about the differences of opinion and of differences within the 
two churches.. But they were very close friends, and often talked of thr£ 
together* One day they were talking together about this and the minister 
said,. "But it is only natural that our friendship should he strong. After all 



we both teach the same lessons and breach the same C-ospel, you in your way 



and I in :!is. " .tad isn't this the way we go about worshipping together? "..'e 



forget that we can worship anywhere and it makes no difference where , hut T'ow. 
Jesus Himself taught us that where two or three are gathered together in my 



name there am I in the midst of them. But too often we think this only applies 
iii cur own congregation* We shy away from the other fellows church j.s though 
we were going to become contaminated. But until we as Christians learn to 
work together, worship together and strive to f ' thi 1 iijgdom, we are 



going to be stumbling blocks to the church of Christ. And I said The church 
of Christ and I didn't put a denominational tag on it. 



You rieoDle may wonder sometimes what ministers talk about when 
they get together, '."ell, I can tell you that one thing that was mentioned at 
one of our meetings here, was the validity of continuing the Lenten services. 
Have we become so sophisticated in our churches that we no longer need to 



observe Lent? have our churches accomplished all they can do in this rrea 



that we dnly need o pen them on "ur.days? I think the answers are obvious and 
T?e^n^ec[™^UT 1 o ok around and we can each answer for ourselves. 



Christ asks, "So you had not the strength to keep awake with me 
;ne hour?", in our own individual lives.. Each ',,'ednesday we have had services 



and each one I have heard reasons why people are not here. One Wednesday was 
a very miserable snowy evening, and I heard the few people in church when I 



i*Y 4. 

arrived, that not too Many would be out and especially not the older folks, 

.fell, when church was over I looked around and was amazed to see that the 

largest majority were our so called senior citizens. Yes, my friends we can 

find all kinds of excuses if wa bo choose. 7e can say I'm too tired, I had a 

bad day at the office. Sut this will not stop us from attending a movie, or 

attending our club or lodge meeting. We can use the weather, thats always a 
^»^»^— ^^^^— ^— -^ — ^ ^^^-^^^^ 

good ex cuse. , rut the weather doesn't stors us from attending sporting events 
"~37g^7^ ^ ^ — - — ■— — ^~^^^^^^^~^— ^"^^^^^^^^^— ^^^^^* 

out , in much worse weather. We can go bowling, we can do a thousand and one 

7 I iPir . ntrr ~ .if? />. /r 

things and never think we are too tired or maybe we shouldn't** Bat when £t 
comes to going to church we have the excuses, How I realize my friends 
what I am saying is perhaps beiag said to the wrong ones. At least I have 
been told this many times before. So I say thank God that you hsrve seen fit 
to come to church and may He bless you for it» But instead of thinking that 



one of our friends and neighbors should have been here to hear what i as said, 
let us instead gote^M;hese friends and neighbors tomorrow about Christ seek- 
ing them. let us each make it a point ft> try to influence some other oeople 
in this t own to become church going people. I am not talking along denominrtional 
lines, I an speaking for all of the churches here.. If you and I come to church 
and never tell outside what goes on inside here,, how in the world are we 
going to aakaJfrMu. Gflapel F-nr a rrr'f "on and I are here hearing these thin-sm but 



many of our neighbors are not. r o lets go out of here and tell them that Christ 

is seeking them to watch with him for some hours in thefr lives, •"on don't 

need to tell them wl o aaid it, or what I have said, but just tell them as 

- 
only you can in your own wi . 

ny favorite hymns has a last verse that disturbs me every 
time I hear it or sing it. The hymn is, "Beneath The cross of Jesus," 
"I take 6 cross thy shadow, for my -biding place, 



I ask no other sunshine, than the sunshine of "is face. 
Content to let the world go by, to know no gain nor loss, 
My sinful self my only shame, my glory all the cross." 

Perfci ■ i we each one committed our lives to the dedication and 



5 - A 

committment a true Christian needs to be* disciple, we could change the very 
complexion of this community, of our churches, and of ourselves. "So you had 
not the strength to keep awake with ne one hour? our Ifird asks, and may we 
answer, "lea. lord, I'll watch with You not only one hour, but whatever it 
takes to make me a true disciple. Let us pray., 
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St. John's United Church of Christ 
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Good Friday, April 12, !968 
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Preiudv "A Lenten Meditation 11 - «,.'-.,-,. 
"The Sorrowing Savior" - Kenny 
Processional Hymn /5S 
Congregation Stand on Leal Versa 




A Community Sunrise Service will be held at Ihe Em lent on 
Athletic Field on Easter Sunday morning. April 14, 1963 at 
7 AM. Alternate location in case of inclement weather will 
be the Columbia Gas Garage, A Children's Choir, directed by 
Mrs. Roberta Newton, will sing. 


Solemn Oeclarot-on 






Call to Worship 






Invotator 

Responsive Reading Selection tfo. JO, Pag t - 5S0 

Scripture Mark 15; 1-39 




An Easter Cantata. "BeyOnd The Cross" by James Moffall. 
will be presented by the Junior Choir, under the direction of 
Mrs. Larry Zinchini. in the SI. John's United Church of Chiisl 
on Saturday evening, April 13th at 7:30 PM. The public is 
cordially invited to attend. 


Gloria Pawl 






Pastoral Prayer and Choral Response 






Anthem "II Was 1" - Mo {fat: 

"Shall i Crucify Him?" - Etfia 
Ottering 

Offertory 




We all have our Gcthscmanes 
And our daily Cross to bear 
And wc, too, have ?i Father 
We eon go to with our oare.„ 
A Father who will Is 


Hymn 153 




We al! have our Gcthsemanes 


Good Friday Monal&gve 

"The Trial of Jesus" - Ut. Ralph Lint 
Prayer and Lord's Prayer 

Hymn 16 1 
Benediction 
Threefold Amen 

Postlude "POStMllHr" - Nordmtm 




And or 

We ull have our Gethsemanes 
And out daily Cross to bear 
And we, loo, have a Father 
We. can go to with eirr care... 
A Father who will listen 
As II'. listened to Hia Son, 
And give us strength to carry on 
Until life's work is done* 


Congregation Stand 




Helen Sterner Rice 
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) 




GOOD FBI DAY 

By the fruit of a tree man was overcome; sin destined Adam and all men to a 
life of alienation from God, Now by the tree of ihe -cross Christ has 
sin a; our Substitute. Man is reconciled !o God, as the tree of the ci 
Jesus' body up to the tomb, Goo's act of redeeming (ave for us is finished! 
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Tne Trial and Death of Jesus 

Good morning, this is radio Jerusalem. Once again we are at the 
ene of a very important event, ha usual we will be bringing you all of the 
live coverage directly from the scene. We are situated at the present time on 
the balcony of the Governor's palace awaiting the arrival of a political prisoner. 
Tttia man has boo local trouble maker for a Period of approximately three years. 

He has been in trouble with the authorities from tine to , ' 333 

there has never been sufficient evidence to hold him. However I have learned 
from a very reliable source tl i 1 time he has Par. n io 3?nhedrin 

had- his' arrested late last night and when he was taken before Caiaphas the High 
Priest it was determined that the evidence was sufficient to hold him. The San- 
hedrim met rather hurriedly this morning and have asked for Pilate to trj 

„. ' ; reaaoii for this is due to the fact that the execution, if tfo 

is to be one, must bo over by sundown. rin fee] ' against 

thi; for the <j ' penalty. '.!e will just have to wait and 

— e what transpires. Perhaps while we are waiting his arrival I can fill in with 
some of the basic details surrounding this man's background. 

Trie man to be tried is called Jesus and is of 
Christ. ., 'nether he is deserving of the title is anyone's guess. But he was born 
about 53 years ago under some very strange circumstances. It has been r 
t&at his birth was heral4A3 by a star and •>„ ] , and that kings came to pay 

Mm homs : all this took place in a mere stable. Ta top it off it is also 

rumoured that he is am illegitimate child and Joseph is not his father at all. 
But for the last three years he has been roaming the countryside preaching and 
teaching about God. He is eu to have healing powers, rnd he even raised a 

man from the dead or so the story goes. He has run af al of the authorities 
mainly because he preaches a different kind of religion than is -.reached in the 

gogtte. But what has really set the Jewish authorities on him is the fact that 
from time to time he has claimed to be the Son of God., And this I understand is 
the main charge to be Drought against him this morning.. 

Tne courtyard below me is packed with people. I don't think you 



2. 
could 3<jueeze t i / more into the area. Tne noiso here is very loud and the 

very air seems to be charged.. Tne people themselves seem to be in a sense of ex- 

itation. It is alaoat as though they have sensed something big is about to happen, 
"ne of the rumours that has been floating around for the last week or so is that 
Filate has been given orders to make an example of some of these Jews in order to 
stop their uprisings against Caesar. Perhaps this Jesus will be the first to be 

le an example of* Tne crowd is beginning to stir a bit and I can hear a din in 
the background and it seems to be growing louder, 

I nee what it is now it is the prisoner Jesus being brought under 
guard through the courtyard. Etta crowd has become very loud. Tuey are booing and 
hissing as he passes. Some of those nearest to him have spit upon him while others 
are calling out threats and oaths to him.. Tuis crowd is in an ugly mood and were 
it not for the guards, I'u sure this man would never make it up to this balcony. 
TJae man as I can see him from this distance is dressed rsther simnly in a white 
robe. At least it is supposed to be white, but it seems to be rather soiled. He 
._ jks rather tired from his overnight stay under arrest. For all of the hostility 
of this mobe, I ^ust say that he anpears to be calm and unconcerned.. At least 
from outward appearances. T ney are now a sce..ding the steps leading to the bale 
and in a f«"w no.ients should be ready for their audience with Pilate. Here come 
the guards with Jesus followed closely by the Scribes, the CMef Priests end 
the Pnarisees. Pilate has just come out onto the balcony and is consulting with 
the Gnief Priests. He has just asked what the man has done. Tne answer they have 
given is that he has stirred up the people Starting in Galilee and spreading here 
to Jerusalem. Now Pilate has asked if this means the prisoner is a Galilean? It 
looks as though Pilate is going to resort to one of the fine points of the law. 
Ii' Jesus is indeed a Galilean it means that he should be tried before Herod the 
king. It has how been affirmed by the priests and Pilate has issued orders for 
them to take Jesus to Herod for trial. Tne Cnief Priests are arguing rather strong- 
xy about this, but I oelieve that Pllates order will prevail. Y>s, he is walking 
away from them and the guards have started leading the prisoner toward the steps. 
This mob seems to have grown frroa to tremendous proportions and 
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it is very difficult to try pushing through them, Tne guards have finally made a 
path and we are proceeding to Herod's palace. Tne way the guards are moving since 

have gotten out of the courtyard, it seems as though they are in a hurry to 
get this job done. We have now reached the receiving roan of the king and Jesus is 
being led toward him. He is seated on a rather massive ehrdr at the far end of 
the room. Now that Jesus is standing before Tie rod, the king is asking him quest- 
ions, So far Jesus has said nothing. ;.?t one single word. I tell you listeners 
that this is one cool individual. Tne chief priests are malting their accusation 
and Herod almost seems as though he is amused by this entire scene. He is just 
sitting there with a half smile on his face. Herod's ouards are novr mocking 
Jesus and now one of them has placed a purple robe on him and I qo believe that 
Herod is enjoying this as much as his men. It seems as though Herod has had enough 
of this foolishness and he has now ordered the chief priests to return the prison- 
er to Pilate. And once again the chief priests are arguing with Herod. Tiiis trial 
is taking on the aspect of a circus. Were it not for the fact that a mans life is 
_ stake this would be hilarious. We are once again heading toward the palace of 
Pilate., It seems as though Pilate is the only one with the authority to order the 
death penalty, and this is what the chief priests have been demanding. 

We are ready to pass through this mob again, and it looks almost 
as though it has doubled since we came through it the last time. Haybe you can 
hear the taunts and jeers of some of them. Tne noise is deafening. We are caught ij 
the crush and the guards are having a difficult tiiae C Kl£fi^a path. Now, we have 
starred to move tod in a few moments we will be before Pilate again. At last we 
have reached the balcony and Pilate is again questioning Jesus. But as before he 
has said nothing.. Pilate has asked if he knows tie seriousness of the charges 
brought against him, and again no answer. It has become nuite apparant that Pilate 
is overwhelmed by his silence. 

Cue old custom has been observed during the feast, and this is the 
t-^stora of Piltte releasing a prisoner whom the people choose. He has now asked 
if they wanted Jesus or 3arrabas released. Tne crowd is chanting, "We want Bar- 
rabas, we wnnt Barrabas. " Perhaps you can hear them. I nave noticed that some of 
the scribes and Pnarisees are scattered throughout this crowd and they can be 
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seen chanting and encouraging the crowd to do likewise, row Pilate has asked 
what is to be done with Jesus. Tne crowd is shouting, "Crucify him, crucify him." 

late has asked the question, why this man should be crucified since he has found 
no evil in him. The shouting has now risen to a fever pitch and this crowd is one 
sten away from mob violence. They are shouting louder and louder, "Crucify him, 
crucify him,, away with him*" Tne noise is simply deafening if you can hear it in 
the background. The chief priests meanwhile continue to argue with Pilate. I tell 
you I would not want to be down on that crowd and not be in favor of this execution, 
It simply '.:ould not be safe. 

Pilate has now. resorted to a dramatic gesture. He is publicly 
washing his hands to signify that he is innocent of Jesus blood. He has now issued 
orders that Barrabas is to be releases and that Jesus Is to be scourged and then 
executed.. O.^ce again we are moving from the balcony, but this time to the guards 
nuarters downstairs,, where the scourging will take place. Scour^in^ as most people 
know is a rather cruel form of torture. The victim is stripned of his robe and 

ad to a pole so that his naked back is to the one administering the lash. Tne 
lash Itself is a leather thong studded at intervals with pieces of bone and pellets 
of lead. It causes the back to become strips of raw flesh and bleeding welts. 
Some men have been known to die from this beating* others have lost their sanity, 
and in most instances the victim loses consciousness. Jesus is now being tied to 
the pole after the removal of his robe. 

This is truely a remarkable man. He has remained mute throughout 
all of this except to answer Pilate once, '.'hen Pilate asked him if he was indesd 
the king of the Jews,, he answered, "It is you who say it. " Since then he has said 
nothing. The scourging is now underway and has been while ' fl.1 i ■. it is 
torture to even witness this let alone be the vict: : i if ' b. 

r'he .niards are now removing the ropes and he seems to be semi-con- 
scious. He is rather limp and his legs are wobbly. The guards are supporting hi 
j.„r the moment. Once again tl having '.' ' " . . he purple robe hi 

beer ' long wit! "" fashioned out of thorns. The thorns have 

tl lood is streaming soen his face. Tney are 
' lg to him and saying, "Hail king of the Jews." low that they have finished 
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with their sport, they are reading him out Into the courtyard. Here he wll] bi 
the cross beean of hi'fi carry up the M13 f Golgotha. The upright is al- 

ly ' g the ar 1 of t] condemned man. Ihe gol< : ; '.■>-■ ■■, 

thrust 'he beam upoi re and he is fcruggling to maintain; hie footing 

i . This woold i task for a well nan, bat Ufa 

man has just receiv d ffi"< beating at the hands of th Ansa 

administer a beating i ■ it xs thoroughly.. He 
he nay fall at any minute.. Wait, he hi s xxxtfa just fallen ad is ■ gyllng to 
regain his feet. The guards art ] roddf] j him 4o get his . »d again* It seems 
like it is hopeless for the nan seems unable to coatimie. The gua di have • ull- 
a man from the croud and he is « the lesus. his ver; 

legal and since Palestine is occupied the Horaaaa can press anyone into service 
they need. 

Lets see if we -an get eome ipini J • ' r here, You sir, 

are you in favor of this execute n, Ten are* May I a sic why? feel ] : 

'. . How about you sir? Be yoi to die? You think that h< 

does because nobody could be as good as he was supposed to have been. Well ihata 

a different angle. We fcetteT >ush or th \ '■ ' the procession has bow reach- 

the crest of the hill above us. Directly a] n ;. the vacant upright 

set between two other crosses which are already occt ted. ': risoner h 
been offered th wta " n th pain, while the nails are b< 

But he has refused it.. A truely ■:(-"■• r'::hl'.' ■ " m it • it. He i i flfi ' ' sin 
fastened to his crosi and the ti i really begins for ofa, "'lis tin ; 

is g:00 A.M.. and the sun is beginning warm. 

The execution hy crucifixion began in Persia, The earth was con- 
sidered to be sacred to the god Orsmzd.. Therefore the i imina] \ lifted ap so 
that he would not defile the eaith- One tght ' '; from Jarth ge, "his form 

of execution is used by the lomans in iriminalSi rebels, runaway slaves and the 
towest bype of crintinals. It is illegal for a Soman citizen to be crucd !ied. 
What usually happens during this " lecution te that the victim is fairly 

weak fron the heating ho h e ' givi and then he is nailed to the croe to 
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die a slow ' ■■ ; i ;h, of hunger ■ 6 thirst. The usual length of time 

is anywhi r six days, for the victin to die. Forever this execution 

ill 1 ver hefo: ': ■ .' ' -• trig. At six the Jewish sabl gj •. and it is 

not bted tha '.- = criminals be left ' mgin, her*. So if they are still 

alive around fiv by the guarda, 

Ig] b on the ground near the crosses. 

■: y ar< ■'•' fi< tl; " 1: dire for the clothing of thii Jesus, hey i : d 

a hardened group of men to endure this horrible axecution, ut the; have prob- 
ably been in many bi ttlee 9zw3 soi e accustomed to death in mi ras. 

re fa a» inscriptJ ■ reads, "Jesus Tang of 

of the Jews." The people have been watching this and are shouting insults up to 

his man. They are telling Mn to come down frc ' STross. To save himself as 
h j:'i v . It appears an though he i- trying to say something, but his lips 

are ; archei swollei ' " bo hear, perhaps if I tried to get 

a little closer. He has jusi eat* , "Father forgive them for they know not what 
;h«y do. " "his has drawn a lot of hoots and catcalls which yc t ca \. bly 

hear, '^en one of the thieves is hurling insults at him.. The other one is def 
ing Jesus., lie has asked Jesua bi meafbe: fcia when h ] '. kingdom. The 

re-ply is, "Today you will be with le j . ' lagina that. : r ow he hi 

glanced down r:nd i - : -■: ' ' ■ -, to on f I • : followers he has spoken to 

take care of her. With a tortured look toward the sky he has oried, -T'y Godgi 
Iy God, why have you fi ' ■. •', ;,. i laughing at jeering at this 

sin;.-' 3 b seei bl , i : us ■ & hi! rei \ ■>, lie spoke in Aramaic and t- -. 

think he i oiling for Elijah. 

The time now is closi to three in the afternooi nc ' ,-; it 
burning with an intense heat atop this hill. He appears as though he will not 
lest too much longer. He has just said that he it. thirsty, anc ' * guard) have 

ndei u] l ! j Dnge vi ! vinegar. These fellows really know ho 1 an 

-execution. It sounded houg] ; led 11 ii finished, or something like 1 . ; : '. 

The skj has becoa< vi : ;, ov< cast and it ap e ra bhough a ring storm is in 

the offing. I think the end is very near for this Ban. In fact he is staring 
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up at the slcy and he has just said, "Father into your hands I commend my spirit. » 
His head hi-E dro] mto M shi '; and he i] sntfonless. Yes, I believe he is 

' ad. The strange thing is that at the exact noment of his death there was one 
great flash of n i and everyone here is terrified. n lie I?oman centurion • 

h"s been statione* st the cross has just made the remark that, "Truely this nmst 
have : en the Sob f "od. " Very strange. Very strange-. 1 don't understand it at 
all. Something fa very strange indeed. ' "h, Samuel, will you see that this equip- 
ment gets back to the station. Well I must run an errand first. If you must kn w 
±fc I want to contact one of his followers if I can find him. There are some ^ttest- 

e that need to be answered about this nan. I just hop< I can find one of then. 
Let us praj. 
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In As Much As You Did it So One of These: 
Text: Matthew 25; 40 

This morning we are going to depart from the normal way of doing 

things.. Instead ~>f this being a sermon with an introduction, three main ponts, 

a conclusion and the wholff works, I would like to share something with you. What 
I want to share is some of my experiences serving you since last December to now. 
To me these are unforgettable experiences and will Iitng live in my mind. 

Out Scripture this morning is an old ana lamilaar one. It Is the 
parable of the last judgement. Jesus spoke many times in parables because: this 
type of teaching Is generally more instructive than giving a 1' cture. Each parable 
tells a story and has a moral to it as well. This parable is no different in this 

respect. The moral is what people should be doing for other people. I have heard 

this story many times, and all those times it meant practically nothing to me.. 

Sad as this may seem it never quite got to ma as it should have. I have often 

wondered just what It was trying to say.. Oh i knew that It meant we should help 

others* but then If we give our offering and It goes for benevolence doesn't this 

irdlp other people? People who are hungry, naked, sick, imprisoned and so on.. After 

all what more can we do? Then too isn't this what our ministers and preachers 

should be doing? This is the way I thought and perhaps this Is tie thinking of 
many of you here this morning. I sat In the church p^w Sunday after Sunday and 
heard of those who were 111 and shut in,. But in all honesty I must admit that 
never once did I try to help them or comfort them unless they were personal friends 
or relatives. But one vivid example of my neglect caused me to take a closer look 
at myself and it has helped to change my outlook on this score. 

A very good friend of mine was taken ill and placed in the hospital. 

He was a few weeks away from graduation from the Seminary and a young man of 29 or 

30.. I thought as did everyone else that his hospitalization would be a brief stay 

and soon he wuld be up and around.. I wanted to write him a letter as It was rather 

difficult for me to go into Pittsburgh to see him, and I kept putting It off and 

putting it off.. Well to make a long story short, Jim had a perforated intestine 

nd after several weeks in the hospital he died. I still feel ..guilty ewry time 

I am reminded of my neglect. A small letter with just a few lines could have per- 
haps helped to cheer him up and it would have only required a few minutes of my 
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time.. But that moment is past and it will never return again. You have heard me 
st'te this fact several times and this is my very reason for it. Once we have 

t an opportunity slip by we have lost our chance to be of service in that part- 
icular case*. 

Since I have been here with you, I have had the priviledge of 
visiting the sick and the shut ins of our two churches.. And I have not made a 
mistake in the use of the word priviledge. I consider it a wonderful priviledge. 
Perhaps the following examples will serve to show just what I mean.. I want to 
share them with you this morning if I may. I will not mention names because I 
think that the people Involved would not care to have their names mentioned for 
one thing., .nd for another the names are not that important.. 

One of the people I have visited is an elderly woman. This wonder- 
ful lady is always so warm and friendly. She makes each one of my visits seem so 
worthwhile.. When I read a scripture for her she listens so intently and I can tell 
that this really means something to her. Then there is a man who is bedridden and 
can bo longer walk. He is hard of hearing, but he reads lips. He just lays in bed 
and smiles while you talk and he nods his head from time to time to let you know 

~that he understands what you are saying. His wife does everything for him includ- 
ing lifting him in and out of bed. He cannot do much of anything for himself. I 
took Shirley with me on our first visit, and the lady was so grateful and thank- 
ful that we came that she hugged and kiesed Shirley when we left. Then there is a 
spry little old lady whose days are long and lonely. The first time we visited 
her we didn't know whether we cheered her up-* or she cheered us up. I think that 
she cheered us up,. She is truely a wonderful person. Another little old lady we 

have visited lives all alone^We have visited her several times and each time 

she asks about the people at church. How is so and so? Or do you know this person 

or have you met Mr & Mrs., sucjj and such* The last time we were there we chatted 

for about an hour and when we said we had to leaire her reply was, "Oh, do you 

have to go?" I am really concerned about this little old lady„ because she is 

getting feeble and she. should have someone to stay with her and look after her- 

Then there is the elderly gentleman who is not a member of our churches, but who 

is lying near death,. The first time I was there I could not understand what he 
was trying to say,, and his nurse had to interpret for me. On subsequent visits 
I can now understand him and he is so gr.teful for the visits. In fact he smiles 



% 

and his smile lights up his face. The last time I was there before I left I 
prayed with him, and I reached out my hand and took his hand and held it as 

T prayed. He gripped my hand so tightly and hel* on asthough he did. not want 

lO lei; go.* It was like a child holding my hand in complete trust andlove. 

I think the man realizes that the end of life is but a fatter of time r and it 

is as though has is reaching out to God with me and holdtlng on to me for strength. 

Needless to say this moved me very deeply. As a matter of fact I don't believe 

that I have visited one person that has not had an effect on me of one kind or 

another. Bach experience has been different and each experience has made me 

feel just a little richer, a little bit better for having been in the presence 

of these wonderful people. 

Now all of this brin/s us right back to this parable of Jesus. 

Anything which we do for our fellow "man we do for Jesus. Now if any of you think 

that this is not your duty as I once did,, I feel I must disagree with you,. Sure 
it's my job and part of what I should be doing. But you and I are our brother's 
keeper.. It is our responsibility to help others. 1 his help involves not only 
material goods and money but also us. A part of us that cnnot be bought or given 
as material goods are given. Many of these people I have been talking about 
are living in houses which we pass on our way home from church. If we would 
just stop for a minute and say hello, perhaps we would gain more than the person 
we visited. Now I am not saying that we can go see everyone who is ill, or visit 
nyone ai^Hfci.. 'There are circumstances which make it impossible for visits.. 

For instance someone who needs lots of rest would not be able to have many visit- 
ors. Then too I don't think It Is wise for a lot of people to visit somone in 
the hospital.. The Immediate family should be the extent of visitors there. But 
for people who are confined to their homes because of a chronic sickness of some 
sort or merely because of old age, it is nice for people to show their concern 
for them. And the point to remember is that you -vfi^L never Imagine how these 

visits are enjoyed by these people. Just the idea otr thought that there is some- 
one who cares uplifts the spirits of these people and boosts their morale. So 
you see this is only a simple thing visiting those who are sick, shut in, aged 
ip. lonely. But Jesus has given us many simple things to do. Most of his teachings 
■\ were about doing simple things. But the hard truth of the matter is that most 
people are so concerned with trying to do great things, large things, that they 
overlook the simple things. You can see the reply of those who only looked at 
the great and large things in life, "Lord when did we see you hungry, or thirsty, 
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or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison and did not help you?" But by 
the very fact that they didnot recognize Jesus in all of these incidents proves 
their concern for anything but what Mi lIiuubW Tjl». JTrfitn c**/**/W r4f**-m tr/t^f /$£&„ 

There are two cases of two men who found the real truth of this 
parable. One of them was Francis of Assissi. He was born into a wealthy family. 
He had everything a man could want. Money, clothes, more of anything than he 
could possibly ever use. And yet he was unhappy.. He felt that life was Incomplete. 
Then one day when he was out riding he met a leper. The man was repulsive and 
ugly because of the disease and quite sickening to behold. Yet something com- 
pelled Francis to dismount, which he did and he threw his arms around the leper 

and while he held him thus the face of the leper changed to the face of Jesus. 

found 
He went on from there to kKwwma what today Is known as the Franciscan monks.. 

He gave up all he owned. In fact he gave away all that he had until hia family 

disowned him and would not give him anymore, so that he had to beg for money 

and food and clothing to heln those whom h wanted to help. 

The second man was Martin of Tours. He was a Roman soldier and 

a Christian. On a cold winter day he was entering a city and a beggar stopped 

him and asked him for money. Martin had no money that he could give. He looked 

at the beggar and he appeared to be blue from the cold and he was shaking and 

shivering and he moved Martin so that he decided to do what he could. He took off 

his soldiers coat, which was worn and frayed, and he cut it in two and gave half 

to the beggar. That night he had a dream. In this dream he saw Jesus and the 

heavenly angels. Jesus was in the midst of all these angels, and Jesus was 

wearing half of a soldiers coat. One of the angels asked Him, "Master why are 

you wearing th t battered old coat, who gave it to you?" The answer which Jesus 
gave was, "My servant Martin gave It to me.." These two men followed this parable 
in their lives. 

We may never become world renowned.. Onr names may not become well 
known as St. Francis. Yet we can attain the stature of these two men by willingly 
serving the needs of our fellowman. Jesus tells in the parable how the king wel- 
comed those who had served their fellowman and how he rejected those who did not. 

We should not be thinking of religion as winning a prize or being rated above 

someone else,, but Jesus tells us very plainly that those who live the Godly life 

and do the Christlike thing will be rewarded. Therefore if we wiih to be included 
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in the kingdom and if we want to be in the presence of Jesus, we should do all 
that we can in this life to place ourselves there. 

To make ourselves aware of our Christian duty we should try to 
think that perhaps the person we are visiting or the person we are trying to 
comfort is Jesus in disguise.. This may sound far fetched,, but we never know when 
we encounter Him. „e may meet him in the home of a sick friend, or we may meet 
him in helping someone.. If we don't think of it in this way, then we stand the 
chance of becoming as the peeple in this parable who said, "If we had known it 
was you lord we would have helped you, or done something for you." I d n't be- 
lieve that any of us here want to feel this way.. We should want to exercise our 
Christianity as much as we can.. m 

TJf/^ sA/<i/~ St. Franci'S/1 wrote a prayer which has been preserved, and it very 
beautifully expresses fhese thoughts. 

Lord, make me an instrument of Thy peace, Where there is hstred, let me sow 
love: where there is injury, pardon: where there is doubt faith: where there 
is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy,. 

Divine Master, grant thst I may not so mush seek to be consoled as to con- 
sole; to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love; For it is in 
giving that we receive; it is inpardoning that we are pardoned; and it Is In 
dying that we are born to eternal lffe.. Let us pray. 
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The Lord is My Shepherd 
Text: 

In the Gospels we read many times where Jesus us -d the words 
sheep and shepherd as an illustration. ^Ite naturally sheep and shepherds go - 
together,, because you can't have one without the other. A shepherd was a sort 
of special breed of person.. He had to be patient for one thing because sheep 
are not the smartest of animals and they are easily lost and strayed. We use 

an illustration of sheep in one of our prayers of confession. We say, "All we 
like sheep have gone astray. " So a shepherd had to alert and almost constantly 
on the job to see that one of his sheep did not stray from the fold. Then a shep- 
herds had to be loving. He had to love these poor dumb animals he was talcing care 
of. If he didn't love them there would be' no need for his services.. Why have 
someone take care of something if that person doesn't care what happens to it? 
Then too the shepherd had to be willing to go look for the lost sheep. Sometimes 

this involved danger,, as there were wolves lurking necr the sheep, and sometimes 
these sheep would wander out on steep slopes and couldn't get up or down the 
hill. Then the shepherd had to rescue the sheep.. The 23rd Psalm, is referred 
to as the shepherds Psalm. The reason is quite obviuus. 

The Psalmist perhaps was out watching his sheep, and his thoughts 

were on God and the thought came Into his mind,, why God is just like a shepherd,. 

If we take the Psalm verse by verse we can see just how God can be compared to 

a shepherd. The Lord Is my shepherd, I shall not want. The shepherd looked after 



hi ? flock. They had no real needs or wants. He took care of them, he saw to it 
that they got what they needed. He maketh me to lie down in green pastures. 



The one big job of the shepherd was to see that the sheep had plenty of grass 
to feed on. When they had eaten the grass in one area he moved them to another. 
He leadeth me beside the still waters, he restoreth my soul. The shepherd had to 
also see that they had plenty to drink,, because water i s as important to an animal 
as it is to a human. Then too you and I know how refreshing a drink of water is 
sometimes. It seems to revive us, to make us feel refreshed and to restore our 
very souls. This must also be true of animals sometimes in the hot summer.. He 



leadteth me in the paths of righteousness for his names sake. The shepherd had 



2, 
to know the paths and trails to take. He had to know which way was the best one 
for the sheep to travel. Yea though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me, thy rod and thy staff they 
comfort me. The sheep were kept safe from harm by the watchful eye of the 
shepherd. He had his staff always ready to poke a sheep to keep him in line 
or to prevent him from going into the briars and brambles. Thou preparest a table 



before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil, 



my 



cup runneth over. The threat of danger from wolves and other wild animals was 
always present when the flock were grazing. 3ut under the watchful eye of the 
shepherd the danger was minimized. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all 
the days of my life: and I shall dwell in the hou^e of the lord forever. The 
shepherd was good and he was kind to his sheep. He cared for all their needs 
and they were well taken care of. This Psalm must have been where Jesus drew 
His illustrations about sheep and shepherds.. 

Yet this Psalm is literally true. Perhaps we have never thought 
of the fulfillment of God's plan in this way. But if we compare the life of 
Jesus with this Psalm we can see that God caused His plan to be enacted in the 
life of Jesus.. 

Jesus had a special purpose that He came to do. With this pur- 
pose in mind He lived the complete God centered life. Everything He did and 
everything He said was directed to furthering the kingdom of God. In this way 
He was like a shepherd. He was leading the flock to the greener pasture.. In other 
words teaching and showing people that God was the answer in their lives. He 

was not only keeping the sheep from straying, but He was trying to bring new 
sheep into the fold. This was the main theme of the life of Jesus.. 

Then Jesus was loving like a shepherd. He loved people, e loved 

children and He must have loved animals from the way He talked about sheep. 

He showed His love by the things that He did. He healed people who were rejected 

because they were diseased and repulsive because of their diseases. He helped 

those who were poor ,, and those who were shunned in society. All of this requi^d 

love. This was the love that the pople of his day could not understand.. Why 

does a stranger want to help another stranger? Why there must be a ulterior 
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motive behind someone doing things for strangers. This is what His critics said 

and this is what our critics are still saying today. It's hard for someone who 

does not understand to figure out just what it is Cristianity stands for. It is 

based on love and lived in love and it can never be anything else. 

Then Jesus had to be willing to assume the risks involved in being 
a shepherd. For Him this meant staying just one jump ahead of the authorities 
who were ever anxious to hafe Him killed. Jesus knew what His opposition had in 
mind because He spoke of it several times. STet He also knew tha.t in the end He 
had to sacrifice Himself for His sheep. This He did on Calvary's creoss. So you 
see He lived the life of the shepherd while fullfllling the will of God. This 
was God's purpose for sending His Soul into the world and it is surprising how 
His life parallels that of a simple shepherd. 

Because of Christ's identifying of Himself with the shepherds 
and sheep, much in the Christian religion has been written and painted along these 
lines. (For Salem only) Behind me you see the painting of the Good Shepherd.. 
This is a familliar painting. It has been done many times by different palnterr 
But there is one vivid picture of the Good shepherd that has been painted that 
is n t only different from the rest,, but the picture It portrays Is one of a 
man risking himself for a sheep. It is called the "Lost Sheep", and it was 
painted by Alfred Soord.. A man named Bsiley wrote a book entitled "The Sospefc in 
Art" and in it he makes a statement about shepherds. He is particularly speaking 
about paintings. Quote, The trouble with most of the good shepherds is that they 
are good for nothing. The theme has been handled over and over again from the 
time of the catacombs down, but usually one sees the same type of picture the 
figure of a pretty man holding a lamb in his bosom. To one who has seen shepherds 
in Palestine there is something particularly repugnant in such a representation. 
No real shepherd ever wore the elegant draperies that adorn these models., when you 
come upon a real shepherd in the shepherds country something is apt to grip your 
heart and your throat- Shepherding there is a man's job. There you see the rou 
jacket made of a fleece turned wool side in;' the b- re bronzed chest; the bare legs 
scratched with thorns; rough shoes of rawhide; the great club of oak with its 
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knot on the end heavy enough to fell a bear; he high stepping stride and the 

muscles of steel that endure the tramps over rocky country, the fearless eye that 

can face danger alone; and you often see a lamb in the strong arms. Such is the 

person Jesus had in mind when he said "I am the good shepherd. " " Unquote. 

This is the picture MR. S ord painted.. As we look at this picture we 

can see a shepherd in very rough clothing, high atop a mountain, clinging to a 

rock as he stretches as far as he can to reach a sheep who is caught in a thicket 

below him. The side of the mountain is very rocky, steep and thorn infested. Above 

eagles are soaring awaiting the opportunity to strike at the helpless animal.. 

How I amm not saying that the calm and peaceful picture^ of the good shepherd are 

not aceeptable. But sometimes they can give uii a false nicture of what a shepherd 

is, what a shepherd endures and what his purpose is. Jesus was far removed from 

the shpherd in clean elegant robes which we see portrayed. He was the working 

shepherd ready and willing to sacrifice Himself for His sheera. 

Then there are several hymns that have been written about the good 

shepherd. One of these is titled, "Saviour like a Shepherd Lead Us.." 

Saviour like a shepherd lead us, much we need thy tender care; in thy pleasant 

pastures feed us, for our use thy folds prepare.. Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus. 

thoxn hast b ught us thine we are; Blessed Jesss, blessed Jesus thou hast bought 

us thine we are.. The author oof this hymn is unknown.. Although we do not know 

the amthor, the beautiful words and the melody live on in the church because they 

express r.he deep seated longing of every soul for the Master.. 

Perhaps the other hymn is the most familiar to us. This hymn was 

written by James Montgomery in 1822. The content and the +heme of the hymn is 

taken from ^he 23rd Psalm. Were it not for the fact that O&ztv n ■ ' t ■ n, nr nod rr> o j „ i r y 

V" 
Lu "uu\iy iiiirnnc j)J.rr--nii liCi^f il , we o«mld say that the Psalmist wrote this hymn too.. 

They are so close in wording and phraseology. Yet there is a distinct beauty to 

the words. The title of the hymn is simply, "The Lord is My Shepherd." 

It goes like this, 

The Lord Is my shepherd,, no want shall 1 know,. I feed in green pastures safe folded 

I rest.. He leadeth my soul where the still w ters flow, restores me when wandering 
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redeems when oppressed, restores me when wandering, redeems when oppressed. 

We have talked about the 23rd Psalm,, we have talked about paintings 
and we have talked about hymns. Each one of these things should help to bring us 
into closer fellowship with our Master., That is the purpose of each of these 

things.. We could probably aay much more on all or any of these categories be- 
cause each one in its own right would reguire many messages before we would 
exhaust all the material written about them.. But suffice it to say that Jesus 
said He was the Good shepherd and then He lived His life in such a way that He 
proved His point. We can always come to this shepherd as lost sheep and find that 
He not only welcomes us back to the fold, but that He was actually out looking 
for^Bls lost sheep.. Jesus came into the world seeking the lost sheep and He left 
it through a sacrifice which was made for these sheep.. Are we worthy, or will we 
ever be wotthy of this sacrifice? "The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. " 
Let us pray.. 



Salem Lamartine 11:00 5/12/68 



♦ Processional Hymn , 1- 

♦Solemn Declaration ^cau— r *~~', .*jt~%~<. 

♦ Call to Worship Page 171 
' onfeesion of Sin Page S 
assurance of Pardon Page 10 

Scripture Reading Genesis 2: 18to3r 

♦ uloria Patri *->*-^<- -j ~ / - / } 
♦Apostles Creed Page 11 

Pastoral Brayer 

Anthem 

Announcements 

Special offering envelopes in back of 
Church for Greenville Home. This is 
for mothers day. Anyone wanting to 
give please take one. 



St. John Emlenton 9:30 5/12/68 

♦Processional Hymn 
•' flemn Declaration .; r.- 
"■(."all To Worship Page 171 
♦Confession of Sin Page 8 
♦Assurance of Pardon Page 00 

Responsive Reading Sel. 61 Page 608 

Hymn l_75" 

Scripture Reading Genesis 2: IB to 27 
M a tthew — 15+ -1 t o %. 
♦Gloria Patri i»u~t. -> - / - / 3 

♦Apostles Creed Mt-t II 

♦Pastoral Prayer ft Response 

Anthem 

Announcements 



Offering, , Response, Prayer 

Hymn 

Sermon 

'rayer & Lord's Prayer 
»Hyan 

♦Benediction 
♦Threefold Amen 



Offering, Prayer. 
♦Hymn 4W7 

Sermon 

irayer & Lord's Prayer 
-Hymn V V >' 
♦Benediction 
♦Threefold Am- n 



Palem Announcements 






Special envelopes on back table 


for 


the old folks home in Greenvills 


3 


Anyone wishing to contribut 


e please avail 


yourselves of the envelopes 


• 




Flower Committee 






Telephone Numbers 


V- 


9 


jofsp z, > /? ^ ntT^:/s, A/L/ ^ 






■* ' "if'--i £ AdP//^f /f /^ 


t~/£-t. 


S£iv. 2Z/~j ,~ / rF 






■/// /zr y// fy t~/£c Ci-fA/j 


C/Vi SU^sy 


To-rti f >;'<-<-, &: 3 i 






97; 

} 







Mothers Day 1968 

^ext: 

As most of you probably know by now, today is Mothers Day. To 

whiich I must add, Mothers Day is for the birds. And if we wanted to use another 

title for this sermon we could entitle it, There are mothers and then there are 

fits J.c /in i: 
mothers.. Now perhaps some of you m y be thinking MMM£ im rather harsh words for 

tksr A*£ 

a day that has been sejj aside for honoring our mothers. And perhaps j r ir jo . But 

there are several reasons for my statements which nave _i_ed me to thir.K of mothers 

day in this light.. 

What is the real purpose of Mothers day? Have you ever stopped 

and asked this question., Today when you go hpme,. pick up Thursday or Friday 

nights newspaper, and. count the ads telling you to buy this for mother or mother 

" s 

needs this, or no mother should be without one of these. Just before Easter the 
Butl r radio station had a commercial which said, "Easter is fast becoming a— 
mother Christmas. " Christmas is about as commercial as it can get, and Easter 
is fast becoming just as commercial. This is one reason why I ffay mothers day 
is for the birds. Because it is merely another chance for the merchants to fill 
their pockets at t le expense of men women and children who will feel cheap or 
out of step with society if we do not purchase something for mother as everyone 
else does. How I am most certainly. against anyone making a living or earning 
their livlihood. But the way these holidays- are handled ~by the merchants is a 
disgrace. As an example to prove my point, try buying a bouquet of flowers from 
a greenhouse or florist during the mothers day rush. Then return to that same 
florist a couple of weeks later and buj that very same bouquet of flowers and 
compare the prices of the two bouquets.. If I am not too ^'ar wrong you will find 
that the one bought during the mothers day season cost more than the other.. 
This is not to say that just the flower industry is at fault not by any means.. 
This applies to jewelry, clothing, and almost everything else. It is not the 
real sentiment that this day started out with. It is strictly big business 



2. 
spelled with a capital B. 

Mothers day is for the birds because to some individuals it is 
le only day of the year in which they show any awareness that their mother is 
alive. If we need a special day each year to make us aware of our duty as sons 
or daughter, then we are in sad shape indeed. Anyone who loves his or her mother 
does not need a special day in which to do it. True soiu or daughter^ look after 
their mother all through the year. Our love and devotion to our mothers should 
not be dpendent upon a date on the calendar. After all was the love our mothers 
gave to us dependent upon it being our birthday or some other, date'? Of course 
not, and neither shouli our love in return, fl fj ft rA^Tr? ■ '- A /7t/7->'/+c 

Mothers day is for the bards because how can you possibly suggest 
or even think that one day a year can begin to compensate for mothers and their 
love. Of course this brings to mind the fact that there are some mothers who 
are not worthy of being remembered on mothers days. I hesitate to make this 4%^ 
statement because I feel that almost anyone still has a chance if they will mend 
,ieir ways. But unfortunately there are some mothers who couldn't care less 

about their children and family. You know of them and so do I. Thev are an m- 

/l 
creasing breed. L.'othing burns me up more than to hear or read of children per- 
ishing in a fire while their mother was sitting in a bar.. Or children being 
found that have not been fed or clothed for sometime awd the mother is crut 
carousing or having a good time. These are not mothers to me. In fact I don't 
think we could even classify them as animals because of their cruelty. These are 
mothers that we are to honor and remember on mothers day? I say emphatically no. 

To be a mother that is to be loved and to be remembered requires a woman to be- 
have like a true mother. 

Perhaps our scripture this morning may have seemed not quite as 
appropriate as it should b.. But we must understand a few things before we can 
iudge it as such. The old Testament lesson is probably familiar to most of us. 
BTcrwever we may feel about the story of creation is immaterial at this point. 
MSX}3iS Whether we believe that every word found in 'he Bible is literally true, 
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or if we believ^ as many people do that stories such as the creation story are 
merely someone's interpretation of how God created the eath and everything else 
uoesn't really matter. What does matter is that this scripture points up a very 
important fact and that is that man and woman have a definite responsibility 
not only to God but to each other. 

The New Testament lesson has much more to give to us in the way 
of information. The Scribes and Pharisees came to Jesus to ask Him why the dis- 
ciples did not observe the ritual of cleanlimess. This entire matter of clean 
and unclean was not so much a matter Of hygiene as it was a matter of ceremony. 
Uncleannesa was contracted by touching certain persons or eating certain things. 
Por instance a woman was unclean for a certain time after she had a child. Every 
dead body was unclean and every Gentile was unclean. This uncleanness went to 
fantastic extremes which we will not ~o into at this time,. But after this quest- 
ion by the Scribes and Pharisees, Jesus answers them with an example of the ob- 
servance of a ceremonial law which could very well become an actual contradiction 
of the Law of God instead of obedience to this Law. This concerned the taking 
of oaths in certain instances.. A strange word is used in this scripture and it 
is the word Corban . This word has two meanings. One of them is, "That which is 
offered or dedicated to God." As an example suppose that a man' had a mother or 
father who were in poverty and need. And suppose that this parent came to him 
for help. This man could avoid helping his parents by dedicating his money and 
all of his property to God and the Temple. This was called Corban. God offered 
and God dedicated- He could then say to his mother or father,. "I'm sorry I can't 
do anything for you or give you anything because all I have is dedicated to God." 
So you see a Scribal regulation can be used to wipe out one of the Ten Command- 
ments, But this word Corban was also used as an oath.. A man may say to his mother 
or father, "Corban, if anything I have will ever be used to help you." But sup- 
pose this man had a twinge of conscience and he regretted his action and wanted 
to change his mind. Normally anyone would say that he saw the light and he did 
the right thing by repenting and wanting to help his parents. But the Scribe 



said no. He would say, "Our law says that no/oath can ever be broken," He would 
quote from the JOth chapter of Numbers which state, "If a man makes avow to 
"ahweh or takes a formal pledge under oath, he must not break his word: whatever 
he promises by word of mouth he must do." The Scribe would argue,. "You took an 
oath and you cannot break it for any reason. " In other words if a man made an 
oeth in a fit of temper or rage, he could not take it back and do otherwise. 
This is what Jesus was trying to correct. He tried to show these Scribes and 
Pharisees that by their very rules and regulations they were compelling a man 
to dishonor his mother or his father. A Babbi named Eliezer said, "The door is 
opened for a man on account of his father and mother. " He meant that if a man 
had foolishly made an oath against his parents the door was open so that he could 
change his mind.. He could overcome the sworn oath and would not be held to it. 

But you see the object lesson of this story applies to us today. 
We still have the Scribes and Pharisees with us. These people are not making 
oaths against their parents but they are parading their piety so all men can see 

fe. They observe mothers day faithfully every year and forget their mother the 
remainder of the year. They buy her the biggest b uguet that can be had, when 
what she needs is a little companionship the rest of the year. They show their 
love to their mother on this one day and ignore her the rest of the days. This 
is why I say mothers day is for the birds. If we really love our mothers we do 
not need someone to place a certain date on the calendar to remind us of it. 

Then there is the other side of the coin where if some of these 
mothers would not receive a card and flowers and candy and all the trimmings, 
why this would be horrible. I'm sure all of us know some mothers of this type. 
To me this again is a disgrace to motherhood. God in His infinite wisdom created 
a special creature beside man and this creat.re is called woman.. Which reminds 
me of the Story of two friends who hadn't seen each other in fifteen years or so. 
They happened to meet on the street and began reminiscing.. They talked about their 

jrk and families, and the one fellow asked about the other fellows wife.. He told 

him she was fine . Then he asked say, tell me is she as pretty as she used to be? 
Yes she is he said,, but it takes her quite a bit longer. This is what God created 



to be the helpmate of man. This creature He created is the most wonderful of his J 
creations. Some of you fellows may give me the needle for this but I think if we £ 
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xamine our fleelings closely enough I think we will all come to the same con- 
clusion. I think all of us can think back to our childhood and what a wonderful 
person our mother was. How she loved us and looked after us and worried about us. 
This is God's creation called woman and mother. God blese womankind, and God bless 
motherhood.. So on this mothers day 1968 I repeat once again that mothers day 13 
for the birds. Let us remember these mothers every day and not just today. To 

each and every one of you women here this morning may I say this. Whether you _ 
are married or single, whether you are a mother «r a working girl, my prayer for 

*ar each of you is that God may richly bless each and every one of you. And may 

you continue to be the guiding spirit and the inspiration to mankind that you 

We 

have been since the beginning of time. May jMwr light of your loving spirits 
continue to glow in a dark and dreary world .. And may it -^rtfHfrs be caught by 
those whose lives do not have this light and may it inspire each person that 
"t touches,. let us pray. 
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Where is God? 

Text: 

last year and a portion of the premous year the cry of many 

people was that God is dead. Today the hue and cry of many people is, "Where 
is God?" This is being asked by Christians, by atheists, by cynics, and by 
many others classed in many other categories. The Christian^ ask It in disbelief 
at the things which are taking place in our society and in the world around us.. 
The atheists ask it very smugly and complacently as if to say, "I told you that 
your God was a fake." The others are also asking it to try and discourage the 
believers and get them to join the ranks of unbelievers too. It is true that 
tnis is a perplexing problem and one that has caused many people a lot of concern 
This includes poeple on both sides of the fence. 

The reasons for m this questioning im simple. We look at the 
situation in Asia and we ask, "Where is God in Viet IT am? " We look at the people 
who are imprisoned in Russia and their satellite^ and we ask, "Where is God in 
these cases that He permits people to be enslaved?" We look at the large scale 
unrest in Prance and we ask, "Where is God in the hearts and minds of this nation' 
/I We don'T need to look at France and Russia because we have problems of mur own, 
and again we ask, Where is God in the riot torn cities, in the Southern states, 
in Washington with the poor peoples episode,, and in the /k&arts and minds of all 
Americans?." Yes, Where is God? Surely you would think in all of these conditions 
and circumstances we would be able to see the hand of God. 

He is there all right, but the trouble is we are looking for Him. 
to intervene soaeehow as he did for the Israelites many years ago. God permits 
man to do almost anything he wants.. The old saying about giving a man enough 
rope and he will hang himself is/jabout how we could compare majis actions and 
God. Han does as he pfeases and God is patiently waiting for him to come to 
his senses. After a while ±kEX we either come to our senses rnd turn to our 
Creator for help, or we become frustrated andd something drastic. But we can't 
blame God for the mess and turmoil we have in our world,, in our country or in 
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our lives. We are each responsible for ur actions. We heard in our scripture 
of Paul's letter to the Romans, that, "If by the Spirit you put an end to the 
lisdeeds of the body you will live." All through the Bible we can find verse 
after verse which tells us that evil will be punished, the wicked will die, 
God r>unishes the evil and so on. Therefore many people who know some of the 
content of the Bible begin to ask the question, "Where is God?" But to expeet 
God to step in and stop the evil of the world just like the snap of afinger 
is to misinterpret God. He is working His purpose out just as surely as day 
follows night. But it is to His own choosing and not ours.. It is to His timetable 
and not ours. 

Nevertheless people still are all shook up and many are coming 
unglued to use the modern phraseology. In a few days we will once again com- 
memorate Memorial Bay. All accross the land politicians and speakers will de- 
liver messages appropriate to the day. They will tell us of our proud heritage, 
and how our forefathers came to this country and founded It upon religious 
_ freedom.. How we are a religious people and a God fearing nation.. But they won't 

tell us of the attempts to take the name of God or anything that smacks of 

an 
religious out of the public eye. They won't tell us that*athelst wanted the 

prayers and Bible reading taken out of the schools for fear that her child 

might become contaminated with our religious feelings. 

They will tell us of the advances and strides that have been 

made in our country and what a wonderful nation we are. But they won't tell us 

of the corruption and greed and moral decay that has crept Into our' society. 

They won't tell us how this corruption and decay has Infiltrated our nations 

camtol and how our leaders only care for themselves and the power they can 

•• •' 
amass. ^They won't tell us that this decay is in our state and even local gov- 
ernments. 

They will tell us what a glorious past has been fought and won 
- by our soldiers and all servicemen and women. They will praise the army, Marines 
Navy, and Air Force. They will speak highly of all of them. But they won't tell 



3. 

us how we are wasting this manpower in a war that can have no victory "because of 
the restrictions placed upon it. They won't tell us that this is the second 
such war that our boys have fought and died in. The other being the Korean joke.. 

Then we will hear all kinds of flowery praises for those who have 
died in the serviee of their country. Which is the proper thing to do. The memory 
of these people should be kept alive.. But we won't hear one word for the poor 
forgotten men lying in hospitals all accross the land who have been maimed and 
crippled for li^pe and fopgotten . Theirs is a much crueler fate. At least those 
who died were spared this torment. But think of these peonle. No arms, no legs, 
faces shot away, blind crippled. It's not a pleasant thought, but this is some- 
thing that we shouldn't forget. Is it any wonder that people are asking,. "Where 
is God?" The truth is covered up with words, and reality is hidden from sight- 
It is Jort of like the little boy who came home from school with a big zero on 
his paper. When his mother asked what it was for, he said that the teacher ra.. 
out of stars so she gave him a moon. We cover things up with honeyed words and 
phrases and this makes everything all right. But does it? Isn't it a fsct that 
this type of false security only leads to a much greater degree of frustration.? 

Recently I ran across the story of how the hymn America the 
Beautiful came into being. This hymn was Inspired by a tour which the author 
Katherine Lee Bates made of the United States. Luring the summer of 1883 she 
traveled from the East across the country to Colorado Springs where she taught 
in a summer school held in that resort. She was a professor of English at 
Wellesley. She visited the Chicago .Jorld's P ir and was impressed with the beauti- 
ful white buildings there. She immediately named them "Alabaster Cities.." 
The climax of the tour came when she reached the Rockies and made the trip to 
the top of Pike's Peak. At the sight that conironted her eyes she coined the 
phrase, "Purple mountain majesties above the fruited plains." She never dreamed 
•of sharing this poem, but two years later sent it to the periodical the Congre- 
gationalist and it was published. It drew a lot of attention and was set to 
music by Silas G. Pratt, it has become popular not only in America but other 
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countries as well. In Australia the young people use it in their meetings and 
the name Australia is used in place of America.. In Canada it is sung substituting 
the name Canada and in Mexico it is Mi Mexico.. This hymn made me think of 
what a great nation we have. But we are not told of the people who are being paid 
not to farm and grow things so that prices can be maintained, while we have people 
who could use this food and are starving because of the lack of it. It certainly 
is strange how humans traat other humans. 

Perhaps we in this country have been blessed with too much. Some- 
times it seems as though everyone feels that we can never be in need or want. 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxEEXsxxxxxxxxxxxxExxxsxxxyxHsx^BxixaHXXEHKKixyx We have been 
blessed with far more than we need, but this is no excuse to squander It and 
wa^te it. We need to get back to the old values of things. We need a revival 
of religion and Godliness not only in our country but throughout the world.. 
This is what is wrong with the world, the nation and ourselves. We have lost 

od in all areas of life. He only lives In many lives on Sunday and then He is 
forgotten. But we who are Christians should take the initiative and stand up 
and be counted. This is the time and this Is the age when we should make our 
voices heard. Perhaps if we were to speak out here. our. voice would fee like the 
china of one cricket in Yankee stadium. But If each Christian begins to speak,, 
then perhaps this chirp may become a roar.. 

We can give our voice to the decisions made by our leaders and we 
can have a big voice when the elections roll around. To use the excuse that all 
candidates are the same is a lame excuse. We need to become informed and vote 
into office men who are dedicated Church people and not atheists and cynics.. 
This is not a political sermon nor am I trying to solve the matters of our 
government, But I believe there are times we must speak our minds and I feel 
that Memeorial Sunday is one of them. At least this yesr. 

If by the Spirit you put an end to the misdeeds of the body you 
will live,. Comforting words to those who are disheartened and concerned over the 
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apparent absence of God., tfe also have the comforting words of Jesus, which to 
a true believer should be very heartening. Lo I am with you always even to the 
jnd of the world. If we believe as we profess, then we know that God is still 
in command. The phrase taken from Browning, God's in His heaven all's right 
with the owrld should stir the Christian to a new f;~ith,*nd to a new resolve 
to never lose sight of the goal. To the question "Where is God?" we can answer 
God's in His heaven all's right with the world. Let us pray. 
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"Choose" 

J^ere rre glad songs, 
There are Bad songs, 
Choose,my darling, choose. 

or never, 
3-till forever, 
Cuoose,my darling^choose. 

.here's the playful hit ana run love, 
There's the faithful true to one love, 
But when all is said and done love, 
You must choose; you must choose.. 

Is it sharing or not caring? 
Cuoose,we have to choose. 

Will there he kids, 
Two or three kids? 
Caooso,it's hard to choose. 

,'j.ll they grow up in a fair world? 
..ill it blow up j do you care world? 
This is our world;is it their world? 
,'b must choose. 

"'..ere are glad songs, 
There are sad songs, 
Choose, cone on and choose. 

Sow or never, 

Still forever, 

Jhioose,we all must choose. 

I have chosenjyou are ray love, 

Is our future worth a try love? 

On this world we'll keep an eye love, 

If it's me, .you should choose. 

Time to choose-HO'rfl 



Bible, Debates and Beliefs 

Text; 2 T/fl* r#r *3</£ 

In the latest Issue of Christianity Today, there is an article 
entitled, "The Modern Debate Around the Bible", by Klaas Hunia. Dr. Runla is 
a professor at the Reformed Theological College In Australia. The article he 
wrote dovetails and parallels some of the schooling which I received at Lancaster 
Seminary. There is much argument and debate today about the Bible. The debate is 
not so much about the authors of the Bible but of the beliefs entailed with 
these books of the Bible. There always has been criticism of the Bible and 
no one has ever argued that this should not be so. Any literary work of any merit 
has always had its share of critics. Indeed were the Bible never involved In 
criticism it could hardly be worthy of the place which it has held for so many 
years.. But we need to look at the criticism being leveled against it and then 
decide where we stand In our thinking. We need to discover what it is we believe, 
.jout the questions that have been raised, and which are being raised at the 
present time. 

There are at the present time as has been the custom three schools 
of thought. The conservative, the in between , and the radical,, or extreme pos- 
ition. Karl Barth for example is considerec. as a conservative thinker and 
Rudolf Bultmann is an extremist. We shall deal with some of the thinking of these 
two sides and not bother with the in betweens. 

Both of these men agree on one basic thing and that is, that the 
Bible is a human book, that is written by men. Barth states, " The prophets and 
apostles as such, even in their office, even in their function as witnesses, 
even in the act of writing down their witness, were real, historical men as we 
are, and therefore sinful in their action, and capable antj actually guilty of 
error in their snoken and written word." Unquote.. Bultmann agrees thai: the Bible 
is a thoroughly human book. However he goes much further in his views in crit- 
icizing the the Bbllical texts.. But beyond this the agreement between the two 



2. 
ends. Bui tm arm has stated that the Bible must be stripoed of its myths. He 
gave a lecture on , "The Hew Testament and Mythology,. "and according to him the 
Bible is full of mythical conceptions and representations that are unacceptable 
for modern man. Many of our leading theologians follow along with this thinking 
and belong to this school of thought. Some have even gone so far as to say tha£ 
the traditional idea of God, based on the Bible, is dead. This new interpretation 
means that what is supernatural in the Bible can no longer be accepted. 

All of the miracles in the Old and the Kew Testaments must be 
rejected as myths. This is also true of the miracles of Jesus. Further there 

never was a real incarnation. God never became man through Jesus,. Because Jesus 

/• T 

was nothing e**«^4han an ordinary man in whom God was present in a special way. 

This also knocks out the belief in the Virgin Birth. This was nothing more than 

alegend.. Then too we cannot take the resurrection of Jesus nor His Ascension 

too seriously either.. These are all myths according to some of the leading 

theologians and serious thinkers about the Bible. But why is this so? Does- not 

the Bible describe them as facts? Modem theologians do not deny this but they 

say that the men who wrote the Bible were telling it in their primitive way. 

These peoole thought ot the universe as being three storied. Many people today 

still think this way. The earth is in the center of this structure, the heaven 

is above and the underworld is beneath. Heaven is the abode of God and His 

angels.. The underworld is Heli ihe place of torment. The earth is the scene 

of the supernatural activity of God and His angels and Satan and his demons. 

Those who believe in this picture can very easily believe in 
for modern man 
miracles. But you see it is impossible.to believe in such a picture. 

Bultmann has stated the real thinking of his theology when he 

states, quote, "It is impossible to use electric lights and the wireless and to 

avail ourselves of modern medical and surgical dicoveries, and at the same time 

to believe in the New Testament worlS of demons and spirits." Unquote. It is hers 

that we gain a glimpse of what many people are thinking. We are living in a 

very scientific age, and therefore we all want to think scientifically. In fact 
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some of this thinking is being taught to our seminary students at Lancaster.. 

One of the faculty professors taught a course while I was there and it had to 

i with the present "belief oris : 3" in religion. One of the major points this 

man brought out was that things that can be proved can be believed otherwise 

they are more or less untrue. He brought ait rather strongly that the only way 

to look at things and the only light that can be shed is by the scientific 

method of doing things. The way of science is to not believe something until it 

can be proved. But this way is very irritating to those modern men who still 

believe very strongly in some of the Biblical so called myths. But if we look 

at our world we cm readily see the -jsuiuure picture. £< Ig/fcJE fA i ^ J 

We see machines doing things that no one ever thought they could 

do. We have come from the days of the horse and buggy to traveling in space in 

about a hundred years.. In the past sixty years there have been more developments 

than there were in the previous centuries combined.. Things are moving at such 

a pace that one new thing comes along and is replaced by something else before 

t even becomes well known. Medical science has made great strides in the past 

several years. We need but to point to the use of parts of the body that are 

being transplanted in people.. Is it any wonder then that we are being tempted 

to say along with some of the critics, O.K. now I have believed in the story of 

Noah, and I want to see it proved,. Or we have always belei ved the story of the 

birth of Jesus and now we want it proved to our satisfaction that It happened 

just like it Is stated. Well you can readily see that this is pure nonesense. 

But this is just about how many people are acting. Ssrt ~fhe truth of the matter 

is that it if still a case of not being able to see the forest for the trees.. 

Pacts that are being uncovered today may disprove many things of the Bible. 

There will probably be many more facts discovered In the next several years 

that will further disprove some parts of the Bible,. But, SH±xkHEgx±sxKxkiH these 

facts need not destroy our faith and our belief. These proven things do not mean 

nat the Bible is a lie. It still merely shows that these human writers tried as 

best they could to relate what happened as they saw It or hearc 1 about it„ We must 

continue to search for God's truth wherever we can find It.. And we can still find 
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it In the Bible. The Bible can and does speak to men as it has down through these 

many years. We need not be a scientist with a scientific decree to understand it 

ither.. We can take those parts which we feel are myths and accept them for 

being such and still gain some insight and strength from them. We can choose to 

to believe 
believe those stories we want, and we can choose to disbelieve those we realT y 

don't beleive.. It is as simple as that. Either way we can still be as strong in 

our faith providing of course that we do not forget to tune in to God' a wsve- 

length and try to have Him speak to us. 

To limit God and say He is up here someplace is to really be 
narrow in our thinking. I think this is where we need to get away from the three 
storied structure viewpoint if we are to think of God in the proper way. We must 
begin to think of s God who can be with you and me and everyone else. A god who 
cannot be explained and who is not confined to one place pushing levers and pul- 
ling strings to keep- the universe on an even keel. A god who is not to be con- 
fused with robots or to be thought of as being held motionless in one -olace 
atering to every whim and prayer of mankind. This is the wrong kind of God. 
Because we live in a world that is much more scientific than a hundred years 
ago we must^update our theological thinking aB*B» God must be thought of in 
the ways that ^re can best explain Him «. think of Him. This does not mean that 
God is destroyed for us, nor does it mean that He does not exist. Rather it 
ahould make Him more real and alive than ever before. 

The danger with all this scientific thinking is the facj" that we 

begin to rely on man more than we rely on God„ Take the fiffJd of physciatry as 

a good illustration. Many people go to a physciatrist today like some people 

go to a regular doctor.. It is an easy thing to do and no one thinks too much 

about it. And after all as long as someone can be helped this way, there should 

be no stigma attached to it at all. But the point I am making is this. Some of 
these people will go to a Dr. Jones we will say snd he helpes them with their 

roblenu Eow because of the fact that they can see Dr. Jones and talk to him and 

he can give them the help they need they begin to look upon him as sort of a god. 

After all God is not seen by pnyone and how can we prove He even existsf Dr. Jones 
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Is visible rnd when he is talked to he answers, so why not believe in him in- 
stead of an invisibl ': God^ gK±xjss±2ksE2HSK This is the type of thinking that 

is come to the forefront, of today.. Man is rout in the place of God. But you see 
this is placing things in the wrong perspective, We can take certsin things and 
prove them , but when it comes to religion there are many things that cannot be 
proved.. But to say because they cannot be proved. that man is greater is completely 
wrong,. You and I can combat this tyne mf thinking oy becoming just a little more 
strong in our belief. This is the age and the time when we should take to our 
Bibles, using whatever version suits us the best, and read it and meditate on 
what we read, and then give God the chance to speak to us through it,. God still 
speaks to men today, but the main trouble is that man does not stand still long 
enough to listen.. We don't need to throw the Bible out because some of it con- 
tains myths, or some of it cannot be proven. But we need to re- awaken the desire 
of peonle to read it and then to listen for<f-od to speak.. If we do this we will 
hear that voice speaking to us through all the scientific methods anc knowledge 

f the world. God is still there regardless of what they say, and He will cfai— 
tinue to be the ruler of this old earth regardless of what man does. So let us 
seek Him while He may be found. Let us pray. 
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Ruth 

Geneology of Js, Mt l:l-6a 

Bethlehem scene of story, achaeological finds 
■evealed that Moab was indeed place where people 
went to from Beth, because of famine. 
Beth means House of Bread 

Orpah was not ungrateful, but was obedient. 

It did not mean that she did not loize mother-in-law, 

but did as mother-in-lae wanted. 

Naomi meant pleasant, Mara meant bitter (Ex. 15:23) 

Gleaning, (Lev. 19=9-10, 23:22) 

Generousness f Boaz is generousness to foreigners, 
(Jer 7=5-7, Zech. 7=9-10) 

'-'■his also has a place in the law, (Ex. 22:21,23:9, 
Deut. 24:19-22) 

Hoabites were enemies of Israelites 

The concern of Boaz for Ruth & her reputation 

Naomi is the scheming mother-in-law 

Boaz and Levirate marriage, Deut. 25:5-10 

This book is sybolic parallel to Christ. 
Boaz ia a type of Christ, Ruth st 9 nds for the be- 
liever. Boaz paid the price to redeem his beloved, 
so did Js. 

«lso this shows God's plan for mankind. 
Even though the i'kssiah was to come from Davids 
royal line, a foreigger was ]s±x the great-grand- 
mother of David. 



Ruth The Moabitess 

Text: 

This morning I would like to share with you once again another 
biblical story. For all of you ladies I am sure It will be to your liking. It's 
a love story. How before all of you men tune me out let me hasten to add that this 
is not one of those love stories such as Peyton Place, so I think that perhaps 
you may enjoy it too. This is a true story and this is probably what makes it 
that much more Interesting.. The Etory Is the story of Ruth.. Again, maybe most of 
you have heard it or read It, but It is one of those tales that never grows old 
in the telling. And once again I say that if you have not read this story either, 
then make a point of reading It sometime in the near future.. It is only four 
short chanters,, end will not require much time to read.. For my background I am 
using the Jerusalem Bible. - 

The story starts out with tjje statement that in the days of the 
judges a famine came to the land and a certain man from Bethlehem of Judah went 

ith his wife and two sons to live in the land of Moab.. The mans name was Ellm- 
elech. His wife was called Naomi arid his sons were Mahlon and Chllion.. They set- 
tled in the land of Moab, and shortly thereafter Elimelech died.. The two sons 
married Moab women, Mahlon was married to Ruth and Chilion to Orpah. They lived 
there about ten years and then both of the sons died, leaving Naomi to mourn not 
only her husband but two sons as well. So Naomi and her daughters In law prepared 
to return to their homeland. So altogether they started back to Judah.. When they 
had started out Naomi had told the two daughters In law that they should return 
to the homes of their mother. Raomi said to them, "Hay God be kind to you as you 
have been to those who have died and to me.. God grant that you find rest, each of 
you, in the house of a husband.. And she kissed them.." But they cried aloud and 
said, "No we will go back with you to your people. " But Naomi argued with them 
and said, "You must return my daughters, why come with me? Have I any more sons 

o make husbands for you? I am too old to marry, and even if I were to marry this 
very night and bear sons, would you be prepared to wait until they were grown uo? 
Would you refuse to marry for this? No my daughters, I should then be deeply 
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grieved for you, for the hand of God has been raised against me." And once more 
they began to weep. Then Orpah kissed her mother-in-law and went back to her 
eople.. But Ruth clung to her.. 

Naomi said to her, "Look you* sister-in-law has gone back to her 
God. Yam must return too, follow your sister-in-law." But Ruth said, "Do not press 
me to leave you and to turn back from your company, for wherever you go, I will 
go, wherever you live, I will live. Your peonle shall be my loeonle, and your God, 
my God. ,/herever you die, I will die and there I will be buried. May God do this 
thing to me and more also, if even death should come between us." At this Naomi 
saw that Ruth was determined and so she said no more. The two of them traveled 
until they ca_ie again to the tow,: of Bethlehem. When they arrived they caused 
quite a stir. All the women said, "Can this be Naomi?" But she told them not to 
call her Naomi, but Mara instead, mv Mara means the bitter one and Naomi means 
My fair one.. They arrived in Bethlehem at the time of the Barley harvest. 

Now Naomi had a kinsman on her husbands side who was well to do, and 
of Elimelech's clan. His name was Boaz. Ruth said to Naomi , "Let me go into the 
fields and glean among the ears of corn in the footsteps of some man who will 
look on me with favor." This was the custom according to the law. The poop wem? 
Permitted to come behind those who were harvesting, and whatever was left could 
be kicked up by the r>oor. But the exercise of this priviledge depended on the 
good will of the owner of the property. So Naomi told her to go and by chance 
she came to the part of the fields that belonged to Boaz. Boaz had just come from 
Bethlehem and he greeted the reapers with the greeting, "Yahweh be with you, or God 
be with you," and the reapers repl**d, "Yahweh be with you." Then Boaz happened to 
notice Ruth and he asked one of his servants to whom she belonged. And the servant 
informed him that this was Ruth the Moabitess who returned with Naomi from Moab. 

And the servant told him that Ruth had come to him and asked, "Please let me plean 

of com 
and gather the ea^after the reapers-" So she came and has been on her feet from 

morning until now. So Boaz spoke to Ruth and told her that she was not to glean in 
any other field , and that she was to stay near his servants.. He told her to keeio 
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her eyes on whatever part of the field they were harvesting and to follow behind. 
He told her that he had given his servants orders that it was all right [for her to 
lean in his fields, and that if she became thir&ty she was to go to the pitchers 
and drink the wster that his servants had drawn. At this Ruth fell on her face and 
bowing to the ground she asked, "Hoif is it that I have so earned your favor that 
you take notice of me, even though I am a foreigner^" And Boaz answered, "I have 
been told all that you have done for your mother-inlaw since the death of your 
husband, and how you left your own mother and father and the land you were born 
in and came to a strange land and have come to live among strange people whom 
you knew nothing about. May Go3 bless you for what you have done.." And Ruth said, 
"May I find favor in your sight, my lord, since youhave given me courare and 
spoken kindly to your meidservant though I am not equal to one of your maidser- 
vants. " 

Then when it was time to eat, Boaz told her to sit down and share 
the food of the other reapers., When she got up to glean again Boaz gave his ser- 
vants orders that they should let her glean among the sheaves by herself and to 
take some ears out of the bundles and let them fall where she might find them- 
So she gleaned in the fields until evening and when she had beaten out what she 
had gleaned it amounted to an Ephah of barley. Which is about one and a quarter 
bushel. Then taking it with her she returned to town and gave it to her mother- 
in-law.. Naomi wanted to know where she had been and what farmers fields she had 
worked in.. When Ruth told her that it was Boas, Naomi informed Ruth that Boaz 
was a relative of theirs.. Now the custom of the Jews was that it was the duty 
of a deceased mans closest relative to marry his widow and to raise up children 
for him. This was called the right of redemption. However Boaz was not the close- 
est relative, but that is netting ahead of our story. 

L'ow Naomi was sort of playing cuxiid and she saw the chance to 
have things work out favorably between Boaz and Ruth.. So she informed Ruth that 
Boaz would be winnowing the barley at the threshing floor and it was the custom 
at this time for a single girl to wait until the men tic f inishffeating and drink* 

ing after the winnowing was done and then when the men had laid down to sleep, 
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the girl would turn back the covering on the feet of the man of her choice and lie 
there, keeping him warm. Ruth did this and in the middle* of the night Boaz awoke 

id asked who it was at his feet. Ruth replied,. "I am your mi ad servant,. Ruth.." 
Boaz told her that God should "bless her since thft kindness of her heart was 
greater than anything she had ever done, since she could have gone after a much 
younp-er man hut chose Boaz instead. He told her that although he had the right 
of redemption over her, he was not the closest relative, but he would try to see 
what he could do.. Ruth slept at the feet of Boaz until morning, when he awoke and 
arose before the hour when one man can recognise mother and left.. He didn't want 
anyone to know that she had come to the threshing floor.. Then he told her to 
hold out the cloak she was wearing and he filled, it with six measures of barley 
for her to take back home to Naomi. : ,:hen Ruth returned she gave the barley to 
I aomi and told her what had happene. . 

Boaz went to the gate of the town and sat down. The closest 
relative happened to come by and he told him to sit down. Then he nicked out ten 
_£ the town elders to be witnesses to the transaction he proposed. lie told the 
relative that I: aomi wanted to sell the land which belonged to their kinsmen 
^limelech and since he was the closest relative he had the riffht of redemption. 
The relative said he wanted to buy it. Then Boaz continued, that when he bought 
the land he also purchased Ruth the dead mans widow, how this is the strange 
psrt of the transaction. Although Ruth was the widow of Mahlon, Elinielech's son, 
Mahlon did not count and she was actually considered as the widow of Elfcaelech. 
This was done so that the mans name, in this case Elimelech, was restored to his 
inheritance. The relative replied that if he had to purchase Ruth as well as the 
land then he could not exercise his right of redemption. Then Boaz said to the 
elders that they were witnesses that he was buying the land and buying Ruth as 
well. He said, "That you are witnesses that I buy Ruth the Moabitess , Nahlon's 
widow to be my wife, to keep the name of the dead man in his inheritence that 
..is name may not die out araonp- his brothers and at the gate of this town, "They 

answered we are witnesses. So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. And we are 
told that she conceived and bore a son. The women of the neighborhood gave this 
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a name, and they called him Obed. This was the father of David's father Jesse. 

This story has two basic points which I fe*l are the mpin noints 
'.bout the entire story. The first is that a stranger can come into the midst of 
a strange people and accept them as I er own people. This is what ^euth did. 
::ow what is so greet about this? Isn't this peetty much how the Christian minis- 
try is? A strange man comes into a group of strangers to him, and through working 
with these people he gradually comes to love them and to accept them as his 
people. He learns to share their laughter, their tears, their sorrows, their 
happiness, their joy and all others things in common with them. I can truthfully 
say that this hspoens because it has hapoened to me. This is a joy that cannot 
be explained and it is certainly a wonderful thing. Some people have said that 
I d n't seem to be a stanger here at all, that I seem to fit in as though I were 
a long time native or resident here. This can only be true I feel because we 
have been able to meet with mutual love and trust. We have been able to share 

this Christian experience which to me is very dear. It is only when we can meet 

IS 

n common ground that this. able to take p] see. This is where the familiar theme 

of the book of Ruth is brought into focus. Your people shell be my people and 
your God my G-od. This^the heart and the core of a group called a congregation 
and the man who is their pastor, whether he be minister or layman,. 

Then the other point is the very main one of this story. It con- 
cerns a mystery og God. The very last verse tells us that the son, who was named 
Obed, which means servant, was the father of Jesse who in turn was the father of 
David. How in case you have missed the implication, this means that from Ruth 
the Son of God Jesus Christ descended. The story of the birth of Jesus tells us 
that Joseph and Mary went to Bethlehem for the census because Joseoh was of the 

house and line of David, The true wonder of the story of Ruth is the fact that 

God chose a foreigner to be the ancestress of Christ. So here again we encounter 

le strange ways that God uses people to work His purpose out.. Who wouliff think 
or believe that a foreigner from Moab ^ould marry into the Hebrew religion be- 
come a member of it, and through the children born of this marriage become part 
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of the ancestry of Jesus. So you see there are lessons to fee learned in books 

of the Bible. Efren books which tell a story of a plain and simplne girl such as 

,dth. There are many more object lessons we could use and many parallels to other 

stories.. But we should read the story for ourselv.es and let it speak to us. And 

isn't this one of the beauties of reading the Bible? We may read a certain part 

of Scripture a dozen times or more and never get much out of it. But than we may ; 

read it again and suddenly something seems to leap out at us from its nages. 

This is a form of revelation, and many times this is how God speaks to us. But 

again we must noint out that we need to be in a receptive frame of mind, or this 

revelation will pass us by. May we each one always strive to read Scripture ^nd 

to have the r^vplstinn of f>od be fever-led to us through our resdinp- and meditation. 

Let us pray.- 
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Love Is The One Thing That Cannot Hurt Your Neighbor 
( ;omans 13: 10) 



Text Romans 13: 10. 



In looking for an appropriate theme for this Sunday, the United 
Church calendar had the two Scripture lessons which we heard read. The events of 
the past weeks and months should certainly ci use us to take a close look at the 
words that were written such a long time ap;o. Many people think and feel that the 
words of the Bible are not nuite relevant today. They only applied ^000 years or 
so ago.. But if we examine the words of both Jesus and Paul we can find answers 
for our present day and age. 

If we look close at the confroi. i \ with the 

risees we c^n we at once that thfeir motives were not wxa-^.- pure, ""h^y came 
to Him hoping to trip Him up and to get the goods on Him so they could destroy 

L. First they flattered Him and coated their words with honey so the followin™ 
words would not seem to be damaging to Jesus. Men operate sometimes like this 
today. This isn't a new thing under the sun- They told Him, "Master , we know you 
are an honest man, that you are not afraid of anyone, because a man's rank means 
nothing to you, and that you teach the way of God in all honesty. Is it permissable 
to pay taxes to Caesar or not? Should we pay, yes or no? Here is where they thought 
thay had the trao ready to spring shut on Him.. If He answers, no don't pay taxes 
but just be true to God, He is talking against Caesar and this is treason.. But we 
are told He saw t re h their hypocrisy and asked for a coin. His answer "Give 
back to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God, " was a real 
shocker for these people and totally unexpected. 

Then if we look at the worda of Paul T - r " see that he is admoni shln°- 
the peonle to obey the laws and to be [ding. To not bo afraid of the magistra- 
tes. Only the criminal needs to be afraid of authority. Then he tells them the 
.Commandments are. to be kept and not forgotten. But one thin,?: to remember, is ^r 



o^ the two Commandments the Jesus eaid were Wm most important. The first one 
is to love God completely. The second is to love „ our neighbor as yourself. Now 
Paul is re— Iterating these words. He tells them, " Love is the one thing that 



2. 
cannot hurt your neighbor." Yet if we look at our society today, we do not see 
much in the way of love. Instead we see hatred. We see this hatred in our national 
r itics, between men and between parties. We see it between races. We see it be- 
tween religions. And we even see it in our Churches.. Many of the movements that 
started out in this country legitimately have become nothing- more th- n an excuse 
to do whatever one nleases and to disregard the rights and privi" 1 edges of w<=ry- 
onp else. Phis may include fire bombing someone's home or business, o it may 
involve sniping at ""in^ne with a rifle. Or even demonstrating by smashing windows 
and store fronts.. Eo one seems to care what happens .lust so we keen the headlines 
aglow by showing that we have a cause we are going these things for_ 

In a recent issue of Christianity today, there is an article about 
the National Council of Churches. It points out that at one of their recent sessions 
i policy statement was propesed and passed by an 81-6 vote,.tfe»fc, "We recognize 
that when justice cannot be secured either through action within existing structures 
or through civil disobedience, an increasing number of Christians may feel called 
+ seek justice through resistance or revolution." Unquote, how this is a group- 
made up of very learned and able men. They are sun-nosed to represent Christianity 
too by the wsy. If this is the mesa 6 at Jesus spoke then, I think I am reading 
His message wrong. He nev^r advocated hatred and violence. Hj one of 

love for one another. ; s isn't just my idea either. In the same issue of 
Christianity Today is a summary of J news. It is entitled, "Back to Violence As 
usual." The very first sentence is, "1968 may go down as the year in which the 
world tried to cope with a rising tide of violence while ecumenical assemblies 
sought to encourage it." Unnuote. 

We have had all types of violence in our nation. We have had sev- 
eral prominent peonle shot. Then the hue anei cry arose that we should have gun 
legislation and every noli ti clan worth his salt proposed it so the measure would 

carry his nametag and identify him as being on the right track. This past week 

. . . , _,_, 7lf& l/ <~'r// Ff€S' & ■ /16i> 

s^ *one tried to assassinate the nremler of Greece with a «*p-e bomb.. I made the 

facetious remark to someone that we need gasoline control laws so that the threat 
from fire bombs will be non existent., how of course this Is ridiculous. And I think 
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Just as ridiculous 1° the thought that registering guns wi"P ston crime and violence 
Why don't we re^iste^ all paring knives, carving knives, nocket knives and screw 
d vers? All of these can. and have been used to commit murder. Of all the proponents 
of gun legislation I have not heard or read of any. of them making any kind of re- 
mark concerning the looting of a store in Watts this week, and the stealing of 
over one hundred guns and ammunition. Have you?^I think the^ time iaas'' come*^whefi / ^e 
should call a spade a spade. That we should stop protecting these people. That we 
should stent treating them as criminals. Do you. know why the disturbance started 
in Watts this week? Because the. brutal police were arresting a woman for being 
drunk and flisorderly.^I think we have cone to the point in this country where we 
are afraid to do anything to these ifioule because they hannen to have black skins,, 
The laws have been made for the black as veil as the white. I do not think that °ny 
white man should receive sny preferential treatment b< cause ,ir ~ it e. If he is 

guilty of a crime then he deserves to be punished. And I think this applies to all 
Americans as well. 

! have many ministers and priests leading protests and marehinr 

/ 

for different causes. I think that perhaps some of this Is o. k„ In a conversation 

I had with a certain minister friend of mine the talk rolled around to civil rights 

as it usually does today,. He was telling of a minister he knows who went down to 

Mississippi and marched carrying a placard.. He came back and was tailing of the 

courage it took to march such as that. /Paul said he told him that it didn't re- 

Atoo much guts to march with a couple hundred thousand other people, but it does 

require guts to stand up in his pulpit and point out the issues that should be 

pointed out within his own congregation. This thought has been in my mind all week. 

I agree with this. In the musical comedy, "The Music Han, "the lewri ma"i ^ rart^id 

■f n* . tiin-i -^ fo of . m - ^^-J- *-- a n't rrmrm bni — tft r mono n - wjffT r , r ~@ ' was played by Robert Preston 

in the movee version) , v iull mi j Him f one of the songs he sings tells of the problem 

involved in the little town he comes to. A He sings t*»f, "You've got troubles. Rifht 
K/Si-t <=*£, &E ca» $ y yffAr -> 

h s in h^iver City. " »We have troubles right here in (Lamartine or Emlenton). We 
can po out that door and talk all we want about civil rights, but actually are we 

in a position where this is a problem for us? Of course it isn't. But we have other 
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problems here. We h^ve problems of people who need help financially and otherwise. 

We hav a people who do no+ go bo any church stud they need to be contr - ; asked 

t r come to worship God and aocen+ Jesua Christ./ Yes we have problems and we don't 

need to run down to Little Rock Arkansas, or Misslsslpp$ f or anywhere e"! ae for 

that er. Jesus said somethin ■ is too oftei overlooked ht a" 11 of us. 

He saj ' "' fore you take the splinter out of someone elsee eye, fi-^ 4 - take tVi ° 

beam out of your own." go ise has c^in^ri the expressi : a diff 'ent way. 

a jep thp dirt from in front of your own door before you sweep someone 

elses. But the fist is tl that we 3] Id fake care of our own u^oblems and 

t 

when we have them cleared up, then start on somebody else. 

An -riest was spending his vacation in the bad 

country and he lost his w- He roll so he stopped at the f: 

farm he csme to. 'Phe old farmer told hi et back to i istination, and 

the nriest thanked him and then struck up a conversation with him.. Hurinr their 
chat he told the fi ■ . . xo\& him that he too was an 

F iscopal. The ariest wanted to know to w3 and the farmer 

said he didn't know anything -bout any parish. :ed him, "well then who con- 

firmed you?" The farmer said he didn't knc her, Then h 

can you be an ; "lien , the priest asked? Well you see it like this the 

farmer said, "Lasi winter I went to church and it v ' -■ ' -■ f 31 - ■-■! and ] 

ed the preac! r saj left undone the 

and they'd f inn° son htennr done, "nd I saj 

. " and ever since thee I'v° he°n pp jnalian. I in the 

way many of us i - . and we know what we sh i] doing, 

but somehow or o bo have lost sight of these bhi . uld bp t] - 

ing to bri» re not only J ie church but t) a Christ. Yet w< -out 

it in such a way that wg e : bhin : toward this end* We seem to be- try 

to keep our own little churches sort of like an exclusive club. It's only open 
c tain neoile and if they don't mee t standards ^r the standards we h^ve sort 

of set ud, why then these "eo^le are completely unaccepte Le. In many resrects 
our churches throughout our country are run like closi a. In order to ieions; 

you (ir^RS a certain way or earn a certain amount, or meet some other man made rule. 
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Jesus said to go into the world and baptize all men, In i ■■■ — **-»e 
<rf— fctoss y.i LH" '■ xrr- — S un ' -ui - , ' — llulji O p^m i t. This means =11 men, anc not 3me of 

t" i, or those we feel are s ble for rcl ■ . 'e a#sd to start 1 ovi 

an start takfng care of our owa problems before we start tSying to 

btle ever -^oblems. Our love as Christians should shine forth in our 

lives like a beacon for others to see.. We should be the exemplification of what 
Jesus waff. We should be striving 'ched, the unlovable and those 

who ere rejected; by others. Dio Jesus spend his time with those who were well off 
and who thought they were bet n anyone e] . He didn't. His time was 

spent with the sinners and the rejects of society, and this was the label the 
Pharisees and the Scribes tacked on to Him. This is the label that you and I 
should wear and wear it Proudly. We should be seeking owa Tittle closer to 

our Master, and our prayer should be ae )oem entitled "My Qaily Prayer," by 

Grenville Kleiser, I Ti eat, P", 229 The Best Loved as Poems. If we could 

sacb live anc "' , " lives would not Dnly V nnr o c ~- . b ii + we 

e Ld be the in ;dom of Sod would, be greatly advanced. 

Then the love that is needed in our time would become a reality and we wou] 
one come to know as Paul said, "love is the on« thing that cannot hurt your nei 
bor." Let us pray. 
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In (Jod We Trust 

Text; I Kings: 22: 6c 

'March', they replied ' Yshweh will deliver it into the power of the king, ' 

Our text for this morning- may seem ra+her remote and far removed 
from reality,, hut it serves a purpose which we shall see very shortly. Have you 
over storied to ponder the motto, "In God We Trust,."? Or perhaps the portion of 
the pledge to allegiance to our flag, "One nation under God" ? We mavbe have heard 
them so often they have lost their real worth to us, and yet do they really m°sn 
whit they -r a Implying or saying? Before we answer that I think we should take a 
look at this 03d Testament lesson to see some of the background behind it. 

The Scripture for this morning pointed out the last chapter in 
the troubled life of king Ahab. At the time of this sto^y, he had secured ^o^ his 
kingdom thr°e years of peace ^ci"' ^f the victories he had >ia» 3" + 

Syria had k~-^ + the town of Ramoth in Sileadl and refused to rive it up. This had 
troubled Ahab and he was convinced that he should do something about it.. Now the 
o 'ion had arisen and he saw a-lorious victory -for Israel and glory for himself. 
This was the first time a king of Judah had come to the capital of the kings of 
the kingdom of Israel., Jehoshaphat was wealthy, prosperous and very successful 
in the wars he had fought and Ahab saw his chance to use him.. But individually 
+he little kingdom of Israel or the little kingdom of Judah could not stand a 
chance against Sv^ia. Put togehter they could.. Now to sort of bind the union to- 
gether fit was proposed that the daughter of Ahab and Jezebel , A+haliah by name, 

would marry the son of Jehoshaphat, and his name was Jehoram. Now it is not cer- 

Bihli c a] 
tain about the da+es but it is thought by in^^T^v- + r.^c that i + was in this "on- 

n -,r ' i ion th" x these two kings ^^^ A s ocasfon. 

t>v, 9 difference between the + vo men was the fact that Jehoshaphat 

was a ndious and religious man, and Ahab was a sly scheming conniving man. So when 

Ahab proposes his ulan Jehosaphat inquires just what would Yahweh, or Sod say about 

t 3, So Ahab trots out about four hundred of his very special prophets and like 

the parrots that """hey "ere they said that the vsnture had God's bussing and would 

succeed. Jehoshapha+ appears to no+ b» too impressed with this legion o^ prophets, 
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and inoulres if perhaps there was not a more legititimate prophet to consult. He 
probably knew that either Ahab or Jezebel or both had either mid these prophets 
t foretell good things, and perhaps their very lives were threatened by Jezebel 
she had disposed of all the prophets who ^tood in the '. her *nd her hus- 
band, it is wondered i* perhaps Jehoshaphat b«d bean thinking secretly of Elilah. 
Sface the judgement he had prophesied for a>>ab r Elijah had not ^pn Been. B- + here 
Ahab admits that +here is one man who could prophesy but he hates aims, because his 
propheeies do not tell of bright rosy pictures for him. So he sends one of his 
servants to get him and on the way the servant instructs Micah to say the same thing 
that all the rest have said.. Micah by the way is not the Micah we know as one of th 
minot prophets, Bines Micah live ■ tury end a half late-. So Micah comes be- 
fore the two kings and prophecies exactly the same thing as the others. But Ahab 
is quick to sense that Micah is not telling the truth but is more or less mocking 
him. So Ahab has stuck his chin out and asked for the truth and Mieah obliging: 
gives it to him. He predicts that and evil spi - the other prophets 

t Lie, and that Ahab will die in this battle. This infuriates one of these prophets 
so much that he *+~ikes Micah on the face. A+ this the kin^ commands that Micah h^ 
put in prison r,^ f or -<, only bread and water rturns safely, r;, h-n Micah 

puts the icing on the cake and reulies that if Ahab does return then God did not 
speak through him. 

But Ahab is unwilling to not go thrpugh with his plan and he makes 
the necesaasary arrangements to go ahead. But he is a little worried, so h= decides 

to use a disguise and perhaps the Syrians will not see him.. But the Syrians ars 
anxious to dispose of Ahab and they attack Jehoshaphe- tl - ft is Ahab. Whea 
+ hey discover their mistake they seek him elsewhere in the battle* But unfortunate- 
ly for Ahab one of the soldiers shoots an arrow which pierces between two pieces of 
armor where they meat, and Ahab is mortally wounded.. During the course of the day 
he dies, -"hey carried their dead kin." ba-v ^ buried him in Samaria. The chariot 
Wi -h had become full of his blood during the day was taken to the pool at Samaria 
and washed, and the dogs licked the blood, and th° prostitutes o^ Samaria washed 
and bathed in ft p= Elijah had predicted. Q ^ this was + h= end of the reign of - 



kin? who bad built cities, and ivory palaces, and who had fought like a hero 

against the enemies of his people, and yet, he never knew how to rule hie own 

Y se.. This is the story of Ahab and how he refused to listen to the words of God. 

Now we can take this story and make sora« startling coranarisons. 
In oxw present oouatry and in our present day world c?n you pee anything that 
should hit home to us? There are several things of which I thought when I was doing 
some research for this sermon. ^h° first was the mottoes or slogans which we use 

so frequently and so familiarly.. We tak<= the story of the Pilgrims and we -"ran ; J - 

in 
up in a nice little package and we school our children all of our schools, especial- 
ly around fhanksf ivin^, about how they came over here to worshij hey saw 
fit. ad how our country ,,T as founds upon + he principle +h-r- + , "In o^d we trust." 
vr are one n rJ -i>n under tfod. Now of course Shese things ~^° al] true. I am no- 1 - 
disputing that, noe am I ri?n-i j -i ng not be tt c our children 

ting is the fact that we as a nation have become many, many 
stons far removed fr-om being a nation under God. The God too many people think 
i the one that is mentioned on our currency, and only because of the fact that 
the more of this pi per or coin we have, the bir^ 1 - and bet+er we are. But who £a 
kidding who? The standards that our very wise forefathers worked so hard to make 
a certainty in our lives and the lives of those who follow after us, are slowly 
being done away with., We have removed prayers from school , because we must not 
subject someone's child with something his parents don't want to believe.. Mustn't 
tarnish +he mind of one families kids, but think nothing o-f the fact that one of 
the founding principles of this nation slips down the drain. 

Then think for a minute ho" the name of God is so irreligiously 
used throughout our land. During the ^en^b 1 loan convention - T e heard the name of 
r} <3 B ijp f n -oy- ? ~ a i times. "- -hal ] probably hear it r<=v<-~oi more times this coming 
week "lien the Democrats convene, an'" 1 we will probably hear it a few m^v<= times 
during the campaign. It seems to be the thing to do. Mention the name f q q an( j 
v.. are sure to get the votes of the Church people* And even if there are some 
unbelievers in the crowd they probably won't be offended, because the name of God 
and His Son for that matter are sullied and used so irreligiously every day, that 
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we have become accusttbmed to its use in our 7 iv°s, Aren't we after a~n"one nation 
under God?" 

"'hen think for a minute if you have not heard the nH-ase, "God 
is on our side.." T^very time we get into a little conflict o r a bfg one, we want 
to justify the loss of lives and the wasting of human beings by stating that we 
are doing it dor God. Our cause is just. After all in God we t^ust. But is God 
actually leading us in the destruction of life and property and other creatures 
of God? I hav o-fspn wondered this and perhaps you have too.. a h° mes of the 

rtament and the messpt-p of the Old Testament cl '?ti right at this noinrfc, The 
ie a goepe] of love -^nd the oi d is « Gospel ~ T ~ r -> avengii - God, 1+ 1- difficult to 
believe one and disbelieve the other.. But the only t i e ear. do fa to accept 

bo+h *nd maybe not question the motives of God down through history, ^he reallv 
important thing "for us to do is to not jump to th« sion so quickly that 

God is for us, et everyone else, 

^hen there is one disturbing thought about our i m. m here have 

t n arguments that no pronhets have come forth "since the ones we know and read of 
in the Bible. If this is true then God has ceased to work in thw orld, ^here haw* 
been prophets down through the centuries and there ere prophets today, and the^e 
will be prophets in the future- We can be certain of this. ?here are those 
would or will argue with this thinking, but, we canno+ see + he pronhetp i T " we do 
not recognize them for what they are. Would you say that there is anyon= who I - 
a prophet in our nation today? I would, and I believe him to be Bi 1 am. He 

ou t r. eV a- s i years ago that we are decaying from within. And what It 
t in cur nation today? ,a-= these signs o^ health i -' ? He prophesied ' 

our government would con+ain neo^le who were not the God fearing people they should 
be. And what do we have In many, many areas of our government? We need but 
around us and we can see that our nation needs not on 1 ' prophets, but we need to 
heed their advice. 

The story of the four hundred prophets telling Ahab that God was 
with him has a e] in ou^- nation also. In each one of the churches In our 

land is a pulpit, from this pulpit is supposed to come prorh°tic i)reaohin"» In 
many parts of ou 1 - lend this is not bein-^ done. Preachers have abandoned this role 
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for one of being experts on everything from polities to war strategy. Now I am 

not saying that I am a prophet, but I am sayine- that this Toulnit aa wel" 1 . s>s all 

q"-ers should be used f or the spreading of Sod's word and -for no other purpose. 

To do anything else is t" not h<= doing +Vo will of God. We need to each one b°- 

^ome a little more concerned wi + h yh^T-e we are going ' % ai rl where '- ro are headed as a 

nation. The only saving grace that can o^me to us as a nation is t" inst^jr>+ and 
to tBaeh children about Ood and perhaps the future generations can undo some of 
the harm that has been done.. But in the meantime you and I can do all that we can 
+ ^ combat the ungodliness we encounter by the living of the Chris+ centered lif . 
This is our duty and this is our responsibility as a C n. fod grant that 

we can be equal to the task.. Let up pray. 
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Labor Sunday 
Text; Gal atians 6:5 Everyone has his own burden i o carry. 

I Tomorrow is labor dsy and due to this fact today ; ° considered 

as labor a 1 'ore ft is sumnos that we direct our thoughts and think- 

- to lab "■". 

text iB taken i 7 " - -:rL the c ' 1 tians the 5th vers - iads 

"■Everyone I " to "n° o+ " the 

- could paraphrase this verse, and ft would probably say, "evi 
~ awn weight to carry." Or, "Everyone mast be pbi p to out the mustard." 
it to take t] I ver use it as we are, mak« ' 3ort of 

seem like it should have i to give it more meaning. But what wc 

we add? "Everyone has his own burder to carry or else." r~r- else wh<3t? Or eho- !l 3 
we state tl at, ""veryone has his own burden to carry, sc such will 

come to pass?" I think we first need tc ■" ■ ' . man must" cbtv hSi 

rd ert . 

ver watc i 

?amf? In o: jr team to move the be~ st work 

tized unit. Or how about a marching bind or i unit, 

roper mov p t +h" | ■ suit fs -V 

;he r i r ons to poii 

uti to '"h end 'esul ' for n ny group 1 "' fund : 11 or or 

they must > : together, no lees true in our mode srld. 

■ m-?ny times have we s^en in 

ail areas of our country? Many of the^e strikes have red nnn crippled not 

only the industry involved but other companies who need or make us° of its uro- 
ss this tyns of +hi ■ for harmony or unity in industry? We know it 

■ ! '. rt labor and nm r need to look to thems=lves for the eu 

■n n argue pros and cons about both sides. Tow we are not going to become enmeshed 
In a discourse on the whys and wherefore? of labor d ■ \ Let us Just o, ':'"fice 

it to Bay that when labor and management re + out with each o lion 



2. 

neither one is ^arryinc his own burden* This is usually brought about becai 
one side usually forests th- 'e is another side. In other words labor which 

fs usually a union, forgets t side to offer 

;ement on +h» other hand seems : rget that t] sou as 

labor. It all . It is so t of 1 ' ' who 

■ g ^ougj n i n tb . jji >asture 

i the boys peculiar buz?.: und. ■ •■•te, 

but the countr i by the arm and hurried him - soot, 

st out of here he shouted, it's arattlesnake and If you go nee" it it will 
ike.. Gosh replied the city boy, do they have unions too? But you see we n 

■ jement. But what x *° need most is dedicated men and m 

ides who are ^eady and willing to carr; t ;i'r own bur'' l« 

i ] 1 be 1!]?=-+ rmrt fair, and willing to compromise once in a while. \Md \ 
need the chur r - to lead th" Ti ?ay. We sie"' 1 to to 

do things as Jesus would have done them. We b r seen the resu] people 

"n industry who shirk their dm :. "ho do n y their jjwa ' lot only 

it tougher on othe- le but It causes friction and II] will, J i i=+ thi 

of the possibilities if everone - : lens. 

Id not ' ■ beri ' n ber ' the 

benefit. is vl ant 

tiling 

find tl an must can burden in hj 

life. Almost all of us wear many faces ' urse of ■ ay. is • wear the 

band, a wife , father son d-- . offiee clerk, housewife, 

bookkeeper, secretary, m^' 1 carrier ! ogman and re en. But 

Which is cm '■ with the face. For 

instsur-p if we are e husband then we have th° duty and responsibility to provide 
and make a home for our wife. If father then it is . to try f o 

e our children the very best sibly can* But what is the normal thing 

in s today? Just the opposite it seems. is very briefly 

reek. A ci ' of our people seem to be trying t > whatever 
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th<ty can escape. - wives and families. v "> see 

wives "-yin^ + o escape their duti i their : leaving 

home as never before. In mar f " tliej h the husband and the wife wort with 

Tio thought whatever as to the children and what they will or may do in the 
absence of both parents. Then we rati bout juvenile delii i ■ . I 

even know of cases where a baby sitter is hired and the nay of the sitter is o^- 
comes close to the amount of the wife's ray. So what pray tel] would be the ad. 
vantage of this wife working? But yon see, that isn't the point. We are livj 
in •-:■ society today "list doesn't want to carry it's burden. The object of the 

Is to let someone else carry the burden or as much of i b.ey will. J' 

do only what yoi ilutely have to do in other words. Part c" -hip i think is 

Ine +o the fact that we have more giveaway r^o-o-rams in our country than we have 
ever hed in our history. And there is talk of inor this even more according 

me of the candidates running for the presidency. I+- hr's even been said by one 
of tfiie political parties +hp J - want to fake care of us from +!ip cradle to 

the <"'-av = . Some of +his care is i and wo~" , yer much of it Is 

a downri aste.. If all this care amoun+' Iving handou^'- tc " or 

?ivinf them something for which they nee^ not work or earn, then it fa not +h- 
prope -'■' ^on'+ "<=>+ ei ;.. I. believ 

thi - welfa- haw?gotten ri^i^ulcs with •--■:-■ >f it, and I both know 

of cases w] ■■ vii : ting a^i"+^ti'" --ir^iy b°- 

»pen to kno 'son or party. Again I say I am n going 

to 5ivs a dissertation on politics or the welfare state. Brat the -n*in+ I am m- 
Is this,. Our country was founded by men and women who be" tat 

■h individual was r=snnnpihi e for taking care of himself and his family. This 
me- -nt carina for his own debts,. lookiK, r his own property and trying to 

provide for his old rp-p, Carrying his own burden in other words. Now I am still 
Old fashioned <->noup;h to bell°ve that this Is ,iust BS true In the year l c, ^8 as it 

•s in 1776. But unfortunately the ^ene^ai feeling we have is that if • n't 

get by on our own then someone^ will take care of us. If we can't carry our own 
burdens then someone else will do if for us. What difference ^o»s it make? But 
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■■ see we not only have the obligation ' burdens, but we have ' 

mora] responsibility to carry them. Each man should b° tr; tng ■ bin- 

elf -/to the best of his abilj e him +^ "h- 

Ifty, nersevpring ,'-i?" ai | 

er to mop + - a] . 

tf burdens in our - b wil] not 

. benefit us, but 3 ; t our friends and neighbors and strengthen all 

of us. And it will place less of a burden on generations yet r n com< . 

The] i own burden in his spiritual life.. 

Too often in J -; h> relegated religion to only a Sunday +y^e of thing. 

When we mentioned religion it meant Church and that was on Sunda;, , But ffe 
come to realize tha Dther six days of the week cor:" 4 too, We have come to 

realize that i [stian on Mondny, Ti or Saturday as 

well as on Sunday. Our Christianity shou] wherever we go ev< 

An • IhristianH r points out that, "Too laany Chri ink 

rk is either a practi i ssity. ' was 

endorsed bj ounder of Christianity. Jesus in other words. He r. 

Himself but n&de r :e to it many times. He told : kers 

to tl ■ . ' " '■- ■ rker i \ 

Lis bj re, " ] ^=?&r -■ ■- a~ 

■ r r nf> the 

s ! ~o v 'v is told the -bat time he 

to work in the morning, and lie -^i j ed, "Son, I don't go to work in +be morning. 
I'm surr ;t up. " Now ie way t- - - 

surround ourselves with an attitude of love for work then maybe 
^oner purpose. Many, times work is a drudge and many 
times '". But it we try tc keej the thought that we are 

doine- some + " it on new maanj !ir Christopher ,,; ^en tc 

f stopping to talk with some stone masons who were laboring r<. J - their trade. 
asked one fellow what he was doing and he received the rather ' "y. 
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"I'm. laying atone can't you see?" Re asked aseoond man the same question and he 
replied, "I'm laboring to get this stonework ^ n ne." '"ho + hird man ho as! 
answered, "Why sit-, I am building a cathedral.." You can readily nee the dtfferaee 
in attitude. To the other two men it was a drudge, p bore-, a necessary evil.. 

to thp third man it was a labor of love. He could see the end r^on 1 " of wl 
he was diing. It was almost as though he was laboring for the Lord. This 
should approach our work. at often + i"a^" ' !n are doin? i" - ' 1 ■ 

n and ~ L; le e But if we each approach our work no matter 

trivia] it may seen. tier it be running a mac i i floors, was 

dish* a di + oh or whatever, If we think that each job we d" is don" 

Lord, t] e we can carry our burdens '^ rl intend ■ 11° +o do. 

A f ami Mar hymn tel" 10 

Go labor on; sriend and be spent, lb j her 1 s will: 

It is the way the Master went: Should nn f the servant tread it still? 
Oo labo" - • The ea jss ia fc ain: 

Men he<=d thee, love thee, r.raise thee not; Th sr praises: »n? 

Go labor on while it is day: The worlds dark nj 9 hastebing on: 

Speed, spee work, cast i : It not thus tJ aouls ar p won.. 

Toil on, faint not, keep watch and pray, Be wi e errlnp- soul to win: 

G-o forth info the world's highway, Compe] the - in. 

us prav. 



